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Who are peasants?
“Peasants are smallholder farmers who have been incorporated into the polities and economies of
large-scale societies…It may be safe to assert that a majority of the world's peoples could still, in
some way, be considered peasants… Peasants utilize relatively simple technology and laborintensive production methods. The family is the basic unit of production and consumption”.1
Peasants’ rights!
“As human beings, peasants and other people working in rural areas are entitled to all human
rights that have been recognized by the United Nations (UN) General Assembly since the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, including those enshrined in the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) adopted in 1966. However, almost 50 years after
the adoption of these two instruments, the vulnerability of peasants and other people working in
rural areas; including herders, pastoralists and fisherfolk; remains of particular concern. They
represent 70 per cent of the people living in extreme poverty and 80 per cent of the world hungry.
Hundreds of millions of them are victims of multiple discrimination and violations of human rights
and most of them are not effectively protected by the International Labour Organization (ILO)
conventions because they are not engaged in the formal sector.”2

1

Encyclopedia of the Developing World, 2006, Impact of Economic Development on Peasants Thomas K.
Leonard, ed. Routledge, New York, 3, pp. 1256-1258.
2
Christophe Golay, 2013, ‘Legal Reflections on the Rights Of Peasants and Other People working in Rural
Areas’, background paper, page 4, at
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/WGPleasants/Golay.pdf
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
After the 18th Amendment, the federal Government of Pakistan should not pass legislation related
to agriculture matters but introduction of the Seed (Amendment) Act 2014 and anti-peasants
provision in it shows that the federal government continues to serve the vested interest of landlords
and businessmen in Sindh. The provincial government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had also given the
powers to the federal government to make this legislation.
On the other hand, many organizations working for peasant rights had welcomed the Sindh
Industrial Relations Act (SIRA) 2013, which, many claimed, recognizes peasants and fishermen as
industrial workers for the first time but it appears that SIRA has worked well in deviating attention
of peasant organizations that were somehow active in pursuing an effective legal framework for
peasants’ rights. The law is vague and unclear, and its application in agriculture sector seems to be
incompatible. In 2015, in many events organized by concerned NGOs’, it was demanded to
implement the SIRA in agriculture sector.
The Sindh Tenancy Act 1950- the primary law that governs the relationship between the peasant
and the landlord- was not implemented though the law was amended in 2013 to serve the interests
of landlords. The STA recognize peasants’ rights properly but since there is no implementation of
the law and peasants are not registered with revenue department; therefore, they do not have rights
over revenues and land utilization.
After the 18th amendment, the Bonded Labour System Abolition Act (BLSAA) has also became a
provincial subject but the GoS has not adopted the Act yet, and has also not taken measures to
implement it rather it has given unlimited powers to landlords to exercise cruelty over poor and
marginalized peasants. Amendment of the Act is indispensible to make the crime of debt bondage
or forced labour un-compoundable and non-bailable. Certain provisions should be inserted in the
law to bind the revenue department to register the peasants working on the land for landlords but
unfortunately pro-peasant amendments in the BSLAA and the STA are not possible because out of
164 members in the PAS, almost half of them were landlords, but if they were not landlords, they
either belonged to landlord families or political parties dominated by landlords (such as PPPP,
PMLF).
During 2008 to 2013 in PAS, there were 39 MPAs whose profession was declared as landlord on
the PA’s website and majority of them belonged to PPPP. During the same time period, there were
also some female MPAs who belonged to landlord and feudal families but their professions were
not mentioned on the PA’s website. During 2008-2013 there were also some male MPAs who
owned many thousands of acres of land but their professions as landlord were not shown in their
profiles.
In 2013 to 2018 session of PAS, 42 MPAs’ professions were mentioned as landlords and 9 MPAs’
as agriculturalists on the website. These agriculturists were basically landlords but have given
themselves postmodern title. In total, 69 MPAs’ were landlords, which constitute 42 percent of the
total MPAs in the PAS. Of the total landlords identified, 57 (84 percent) belong to PPPP, 4 are
affiliated with PML (N), 7 with PML (F) and 1 with NPP.
In National Assembly for the session 2013 to 2018, 36 MNAs from Sindh were big landlords.
These 36 MNAs constitute 60 percent of the total 60 general seats (excluding 14 reserved seats) of
Sindh in NA. One can imagine the representation of peasants in NA. Interestingly, out of 34
landlord MNAs on general seats, 30 (88 percent) were landlords from PPPP.
A minister was appointed in Sindh for agriculture without agriculture ministry and agriculture
policy, and the minister for agriculture was himself a landlord and belonged to a feudal class and
-5-
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expecting a pro-peasant agriculture policy from him (and the PPPP’s government) was not making
any sense.
There is an important role of agriculture in reducing the poverty and food insecurity because
agriculture is backbone of the province which provides about 50 percent revenue to Sindh as well
as direct and indirect jobs to millions of people. There are no recent updates but in 2012, it was
reported that there were 13.46 million employed people in Sindh, which included 7.74 million in
rural areas of it; majority of them working as sharecroppers (peasants or tenants), and wage
workers (landless) on farms. According to very old estimates made in 2000, there were about 1.8
million bonded peasants (sharecroppers) mainly in Sindh.
Sindh has the highest number of landless peasants. After 1947’s statistics show that there were
eight percent of people who had 55 percent of total farm land, but in the recent past it has been
recorded that 26 percent of the total people in the province were landless, and 26 percent people
had the lowest share in the land.
Fisheries sector is an important part of agriculture because many of the peasants do fishing as a
part time besides cultivation of crops on the land. The only statistics available from 2013 show that
in Sindh, in inland fisheries, 40 percent of the total 49,346 fishermen were engaged in fishing on
part time basis in 2001. By 2012, of the total 48096 fishermen in Sindh, 23049 (48 percent) were
partially engaged with fishing. Construction of barrages and commercialization of waters have
deprived peasants from fish resources and livelihoods.
Peasants have the right to be involved in the planning, formulation and adoption of local and
national budgets being allocated for agriculture but in Sindh, no such practices are observed in
which peasants were involved in any phase of budgeting. One of the main reasons is that the
landlords are predominant in the PAS. However, in the name of peasants, various budgetary
allocations were made. There are found no independent monitoring and evaluations of spending of
budgets allocated in the name of peasants such as for the provision of assistance to peasant on
purchase of tractors and for its third phase in 2014-2015, 1000 million rupees were allocated and
in 2015-16 budget, 502.150 million rupees were allocated. Similarly for fourth phase another 1000
million rupees in 2014-15 and 1500 million rupees in 2015-16 were allocated. By 2015, 1600
tractors had been distributed among landlords and powerful people mainly belonging to the current
government.
Budgets prepared at provincial and district levels in Sindh are without the participation and
feedback of peasants. Sindh’s political environment is completely dominated by landlords and
bureaucrats (mostly children’s of landlord), which aggravates the situation for peasants. Low
budgetary allocations for rural development are indicative of a persistent blind-spot in policy
making, in which needs and rights of rural communities and peasants in particular are ignored.
Through politics, economics and social forces, landlords control masses. In return, the state keeps
the landlords untaxed and provides them with share in local and provincial governments.
There is important contribution of children of peasant families in agriculture labour (cultivation).
In peak seasons, children’s contribution becomes extremely important. From 2013 to 2015, of the
total 1667 bonded labourers released through courts, 817 (49 percent) were reported children. In
similar way, there are thousands of children victims of debt bondage and forced labour along with
their families in agriculture in Sindh. These children are born slaves. Peasants’ children are more
malnourished as compared to others. Those women who do not work in agriculture sector have
children with stunting 42 percent but those women who work in agriculture their children have
stunt ratio at 52 percent.
Peasant women’s role is central and extremely important. Peasant women not only work with men’
in the fields but also take-care of household chores and take care of children as well. In cotton
-6-

STATE OF PEASANTS’ RIGHTS IN SINDH 2015

fields, estimated 500,000 peasant women were reported working as cotton pickers but they were
devoid of basic health and economic rights, and no law recognized and protected their rights as
cotton pickers. Majority of cotton picking women come from Hindu peasant families mainly Kolhi
and Bheel. Absence of protective laws has made these women more vulnerable to any form of
violence, abuse and exploitations in the hands of landlords and farm owners. These women are
performing double role inside and outside their households but do not receive health care and
protection. In rural areas, peasant women and children also have to provide beggar services in
landlords’ houses without any remuneration.
Even though peasants in agriculture sector contribute major share but their conditions are
deplorable. They work as sharecroppers (tenant) and wage workers under the control of landlords
and agriculture farm owners. In farms as wage workers, they do not receive fair wages, maximum
about 30 rupees (0.29 USD) per day in some areas, besides facing sexual abuse, humiliation and
live without shelters and protection.
After the death of Hyder Bux Jatoi, landlords have gained more power and control over most of
the institutions in civil-bureaucracy responsible for the implementation of the STA and BLSAA.
Today the Hari Committee exists but is not active and organized as it was under the leadership of
the Comrade Jatoi, who caused restlessness among landlords and brought constructive changes in
peasants’ lives. Today the peasant movement has become extremely weak and their sufferings
have increased. The rumors are that peasants movement is weaker and unorganized because it has
got nationalistic political color or and it is divided into different nationalist groups. In addition to
this, one more rumor is that; among the leaders of peasants’ movement are the landlords and
people who know nothing about sufferings of peasants.
In 2015, there was reported demand for the third phase of GoS project for landless peasants.
However, questions related to the effectiveness of the project have remained unanswered. For
HWA, land distribution is important step but yet the dark side of the land reforms has not been
touched. This was the distribution of the state land only for 15 years but what about those millions
of acres of agriculture land owned by a few families, who perpetuate feudal system and
contemporary forms of slavery, who control production cycles, land utilization and lives of
peasants working for them. And, why the land is allotted only for 15 years, why it is not allotted
for 99 years?
The PM of Pakistan’s relief package of 341 billion rupees for peasants was criticized by peasant
groups and other organizations for overlooking the genuine demands and issues of peasants. The
most critical problem the peasants face is, low rates or prices of their products and higher cost of
agricultural inputs. For peasants, fixing prices of major crops (i.e. rice, wheat, cotton, maize and
sugarcane) was the best package. The cash subsidy to peasants having 12.5 acres of land or less is
insufficient to meet higher production cost. It was doubted if peasants would also have such
subsidy in the given rampant environment of corruption. It was also observed that subsidy on
fertilizers was not sufficient for a peasant living with extremely limited livelihood resources.
Additionally it has also been seen that benefits announced for peasants in the package were meant
to benefit the industrialists, bankers and dealers of agricultural input because of poor market
regulatory mechanisms.
In Sindh, from 2013 to 2015, 1667 peasants were released and escaped from the landlords’
captivity. Only in 2013 maximum (76 percent) number of peasants was released, but in 2014 and
2015, the number of released peasants declined considerably to 16 percent and 8 percent
respectively. In 2015, in Sindh, 132 peasants were released from the captivity of landlords; of
these, 51 were children, 53 women and 28 men. In 2014, 275 peasants were released from
agriculture which includes 69 men, 91 women and 115 children.
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In light of Article 32 of the Constitution of Pakistan, peasants have right of representation in local
government structure and system, but in Sindh, in 2015’s local government elections, the situation
was controlled by landlords, and extremely little representation was being provided to peasants, if
there was any, it was tokenistic and party based.
In 2015, thousands of acres of lands belonging to peasants did not receive irrigation water.
Peasants living and cultivating land at the tail-end of canals suffered from an acute shortage of
water, and their paddy crops, on thousands of acres, also suffered heavy blow. In the absence of
irrigation water and low rainfall, underground water in thousands of villages has turned brackish or
water table has gone lower in many villages, thus many peasant families are using contaminated
brackish water. Across the province, protests against encroachment on banks of canals were
reported. The encroachment was result of irregularities by irrigation and revenue departments’
officials. The special case of Kakol canal in Mehar tehsil was of great importance because for the
last eight months peasants were protesting against the encroachment every day.
In the UPR of Pakistan in 2012, peasants’ rights did not take any place in the HRC debates,
country report and NGOs report. In SDGs, there is no mention of peasants and their rights.
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PREFACE
This report is a bold step but still very little contribution in the peasants of Sindh’s peaceful
struggle for their social, economical, cultural and political rights. HWA will continue with this
important practice, and in coming years may expand its coverage across the country. It was a big
challenge for HWA and the writers to gather information on all aspects of the peasants’ rights in
Sindh. It yet remains unable to cover and dig out various key issues and problems peasants were
faced with, even in some cases, it lacks detailed examination of already covered issues related to
health, education, livelihoods and poverty; and among these was the political representation of
peasants in local government elections. However, given the limitations in the report due to absence
of data and inaccessibility to data (in case where the data was available with government
departments), this report still stands out to represent the case of peasants’ rights in Sindh.
It is completely complex and difficult terrain to advocate for the protection and promotion of the
rights of peasants since the entire system is operated and led by landlords either sitting in
assemblies and outside of these. Sindh’s legislative assembly and bureaucracy (the implementer)
including judiciary are part of the structure and perpetuator of structural violence, and this is the
main content and context of the report. Thus fighting against the landlord structure and system or
for the change of system is difficult and certainly close to impossible, when there is little favour
and support for landless peasants in today’s corporate world- that exploit more dangerously than
the landlord system.
However, besides these disappointments, there is a big hope for a better future, and peasants’ tiny
struggle in this part of the world is burning a like a little lamp that will surely turn out to be a big
lamp (movement) to guide the structure and systems in favour of all and justice for all- a system
and structure that was envisaged by Sofi Shah Inayat, jo kherry so khaye.
It is hoped that the report will pave a way for both (i.e. academic and non-academic) types of
discussions and arguments in favour of a strong peasant movement.

SAIQA BAKHSHA
Chairperson
Hari Welfare Association (HWA)
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Section 1
LEGISLATION AND POLICY FOR PEASANTS IN SINDH
The state shall encourage local government institutions composed of elected representatives of the
areas concerned and within such institutions special representation will be given to peasants,
workers and women (Article 32, Constitution of Pakistan).

Legislation on agriculture: federal or provincial subject!
After the 18th Constitutional Amendment in 2010, agriculture is a provincial subject1 but sadly in
2014 the federal government introduced the Seed (Amendment) Bill 2014 to take away provincial
rights to make legislation on agriculture and the relevant areas in it. It is also unfortunate that
provincial government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had given powers to do the legislation on
agriculture and the related issues to it,2 therefore, the federal government has been pushing hard to
get the Bill passed from the parliament.

The Sindh Industrial Relations Act (SIRA) 20133
It has been claimed that the SIRA recognizes peasants and fishermen as industrial workers, and it
provides them the rights which were not recognized earlier by any law in Pakistan.4 HWA finds
that the SIRA is a vague law without a clear definition ofand scope for peasants and agriculture
workers.
The SIRA provides application of the law in various establishments and industries in Sindh
province and also it applies to all persons employed in fishing and agriculture.5 This detailed law
on 38 pages with 82 sections, mentioned agriculture and fishing only two times. The first time, in
section 1 (1), it mentioned agriculture and fishing when it provides its application in different
industries and establishments, and the second time, it mentioned agriculture and fishing in Section
2 (xvi) when it defines industry and under the industry comes agriculture and fishing. But just
believing that agriculture and fishing are part of industry is not sufficient enough because it does
not define and explain agriculture and fishing sectors. These two sectors are different from the
formal industrial enterprises to which the SIRA aims to address.
The SIRA also did not define peasants or agriculture workers. A peasant works 24 hours on the
land or on different times as and when the work is required, and a peasant usually does not work
alone but also engages his/her family members, on the other hand, a worker in the formal industry
or factory set up works for 12 hours maximum, usually, without breaks. Therefore, the definition
of ‘worker’ is vague and unclear. The belief that peasants are given status of workers is totally self
presumed idea by many people in Sindh, which might harm the Sindhi peasants’ movements for an
effective legal framework that has continued for a long time. PILER’s representative also said that
under the law “peasants and informal sector workers cannot form trade unions. Peasants are

1

Rehman, I. A. (2015). Land Reform or bust. Dawn. http://www.dawn.com/news/1168916
http://www.dawn.com/news/1125247
3
The Sindh Industrial Relations Bill, 2013, was passed by the Provincial Assembly of Sindh on 15th March,
2013 and assented to by the Governor of Sindh on 28th March, 2013. The Bill No: NO.PAS/Legis-B23/2013.
4
ILO (2015). Poor farmers and landless peasants claim their rights through collective bargaining.
http://www.ilo.org/islamabad/info/public/pr/WCMS_357938/lang--en/index.htm
5
Section 1 (1) of the SIRA
2
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different in terms they cannot be included in formal labour status hence, these farers need support
to have right to live and work safely.”6
This law only covers agriculture workers working in farms but the extent and scale of farming is
limited in Sindh, because majority of peasants in Sindh are share croppers, and this definition of
workers directly does not apply to sharecroppers. It does not address seasonal and migrant
workers’ rights. Therefore, HWA urges civil society organizations as well as peasant groups for
not limiting their understanding of peasants’ rights as defined by a vague law. The focus must be
on the advocacies for introduction of peasants’ rights law in light of the declaration on the rights of
peasants and other people working in rural areas (see details about the declaration in section 5).

The Sindh Tenancy Act 1950
In 1950, the Sindh Tenancy Act (STA) was passed by the Provincial Assembly of Sindh (PAS) to
regularize a relationship between landlords and peasants, which basically aimed to protect some of
the rights of peasants but the implementation of the Act has remained a dream.7 Peasants were not
registered as tenants in the revenue department’s document in Sindh and if they are not registered
as tenants that means they do not have any rights on revenue.8 There were still clauses in the Act
that were depriving peasants from their share (right) in the revenue.9 The STA has many
weaknesses but it still provides some protections to peasants, though barely implemented.
The record shows that in 2002 some minor amendments were made in the Act but not useful for
peasants. In 2009, through a consultative process, a draft of amendment was prepared, that was
rejected by the assembly in 2010. In 2013, the Provincial Assembly of Sindh passed the Sindh
Tenancy (Amendment) Act but the existing inequalities in the Act were not addressed and changes
in the Act were cosmetic.10
It is because out of total 164 members in the PAS, almost half of them are landlords, and i they
themselves are not landlords, they belong, to party dominated by landlords such as PPPP. The
STA provides protection to peasants from forcible eviction and also it binds the landlord to settle
all dues of the tenants and then can follow procedures of eviction given in the STA. Across the
province, no landlord follows the STA, therefore, application of the STA is null and void. . All
agreements between the landlords and peasants remain verbal and informal, thus easy to be
violated and exploited. The STA should be amended in light of the draft UN declaration on the
rights of peasants, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966), and
the Peasants’ Charter (1981). It has to be modified in light of current challenges and improvement
in agriculture sector and technology.

6

Pakistan Press Foundation, 2015, Call to end cruelty against peasants in Sindh, at
http://www.pakistanpressfoundation.org/2015/12/call-to-end-cruelty-against-peasants-in-sindh/
7
Bisharat Ali, 2009, Sindh Tenancy Act, at http://www.dawn.com/news/862536/sindh-tenancy-act
8
Mazhar Arif, 2008, Land Rights: Peasants’ Economic Justice; South Asian Partnership- Pakistan, at
http://sappk.org/wp-content/uploads/publications/eng_publications/land_rights.pdf
9
Daily Times, 2014, Serfdom and Slavery in Sindh, at http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/editorial/25-May2014/serfdom-and-slavery-in-sindh
10
Daily Times, 2014, Serfdom and Slavery in Sindh, at http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/editorial/25-May2014/serfdom-and-slavery-in-sindh
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The Seed Act 1976
In 2007, the then federal government had initiated the process to amend the Seed Act of 1976, but
it did not move further. The current Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) (PMLN) government started
the process of amending the Act in 2014.11 The Seed Amendment Bill 2014 had been tabled in the
National Assembly (NA), which forwarded the Bill to NA’s Standing Committee to review it but
this amendment was considered against the rights of peasants. The law will deprive farmers to
their “right to produce, store and sell seeds”.12 The federal government claimed the Act was not fit
to the modern industrial needs and food insecurity challenges; however; on the other hand, an
unregistered peasant will not be able to sell seeds without permission of the government
department which will create barriers to sell his products (i.e. paddy, wheat, etc.) in the market.13
The Federal Ministry of National Food Security and Research is eager to get the Seed Act 1976
amended as early as possible and want to regulate and control the seed market. It has been
maintained that through this Bill the government intends to bring improved or higher quality seeds
in the market and also to give severe punishments to peasants that bring low quality seeds in the
market.14
The government’s claim that with this amendment, they would address food insecurity is
completely vague because the food insecurity is result of social and economic inequalities and
cannot be dealt effectively till the capitalist, industrialist, landlord and feudal class exists in power.
With the amended law, capitalist corporate companies will take away peasants’ “rights to produce,
exchange, buy and sell seed”.15 Once the law is approved, the market will be crowded with
genetically modified seeds and it will prove dangerous for peasants and general public by adding
more diseases like “allergies, surge of toxins in the body, nutritional problems and, can, in
different compositions, prove to be fatal”.16 HWA urges the Government of Sindh (GoS) to
introduce its own legislation to protect the rights of peasants to produce, exchange, buy and sell
their seeds in the market, and also to save common public from consuming genetically modified
beautiful looking products but lacking essential and vital nutrients that an organic food possesses,
rather, carrying various diseases with them. However, if the Act envisages public sector as the sole
player in seed development and registration processes with no role given to the private sector,
HWA thinks that the amended version of the Seed Act is against the rights of peasants, and the
GoS should consider adopting a pro-peasants law.

The Bonded Labour System Abolition Act (BLSAA) 1992
With the 18th Amendment, the BLSAA also became a provincial subject but the Government of
Sindh has neither adopted the Act yet, nor has taken any measures to implement it17 rather it has
given unlimited powers to landlords to exercise cruelty over poor and marginalized peasants. In
order to decrease sufferings of the most vulnerable groups (low caste Hindus, Bheels, Kolhis) in
agriculture sector, the implementation of the Act is indispensible. However, it has also been
noticed that the Act requires some amendments to provide protection to peasants. The Government

11

Ashfaq Bokhari, 2014, Stakes in amending the Seed Act, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1142023
Dawn, 2014, Peasants Reject Seed Amendment Bill, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1125247
13
Dawn, 2014, Peasants Reject Seed Amendment Bill, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1125247
14
Express Tribune, 2015, Food Security: Ministry seeks early amendment in Seed Act, at
http://tribune.com.pk/story/835703/food-security-ministry-seeks-early-amendment-in-seed-act/
15
Dawn, 2014, Peasants Reject Seed Amendment Bill, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1125247
16
Haneen Rafi, 2015, ‘Senate’s passing of seed law to flood market with harmful GM food’, at
http://www.dawn.com/news/1197501
17
The News International, 2015, Call for steps to end bonded labour in Sindh, at
http://www.thenews.com.pk/print/44666-call-for-steps-to-end-bonded-labour-in-sindh
12
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of Sindh was urged to amend the BLSAA 1992, and insert stringent provisions that should halt
exploitation and slavery type situation in Sindh.
The amendment should also include increase in
punishment for up to five years, and make
offence of keeping people in bondage as nonbailable and un-compoundable. Generally in all
legislations and especially in BLSAA, there are
no mandatory provisions that bind the revenue
department to register the peasants working on
the land for landlords, therefore obligatory
registration of peasants and tenants should be
part of these amendments.
The BLSAA prohibits compelling or forcing
anyone into bonded labour, and if happens so,
that person shall be punished with
imprisonment for a minimum term of two years and maximum term of five years, or a fine of at
least 50000 rupees or both. From the amount received in terms of fine, the bonded labourer will be
paid minimum 50 rupees per day for all days spent as bonded labourer.
Section 370 of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) prohibits buying or disposing of any person as a
slave. A person who imports, exports, buys, sells or disposes of a person as a slave or receives or
detains someone as a slave shall be punishable for a term of at most seven years and a fine. Section
371 of the PPC recommends the punishment of imprisonment of at most ten years in length and a
fine for a person who habitually deals with slaves (i.e. who has adopted dealing in slaves as his
occupation). In accordance with Section 374 of the Code, whoever compels a person to
compulsory labour (forced labour), without his/her own intent, shall be punished with an
imprisonment of at most five years, or a fine or both.18
Article 3 of the Constitution of Pakistan urges the state to eliminate all forms and kinds of
exploitation. It says “The State shall ensure the elimination of all forms of exploitation and the
gradual fulfillment of the fundamental principle, from each according to his ability to each
according
to
his
work”.19
A
bonded
labour
means
a
person
without
fundamental freedoms: freedom of movement (Article 15); freedom of assembly
(Article 16); freedom of association (Article 17); freedom of profession (Article 18); freedom of
speech (Article 19); and the right to be an equal citizen (Article 25-A).20

18

Pakistani Org. Legislation: Pakistan Penal Code, at
http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/legislation/1860/actXLVof1860.html
19
Pakistani Org, the Constitution of Pakistan, at
http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part1.html
20
Ibid.
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Article 11 of the Constitution explicitly deals
slavery, forced labour and human trafficking,
hazardous child labour. It says: (1) Slavery is
non-existent and forbidden and no law shall
permit or facilitate its introduction into
Pakistan in any form; (2) All forms of forced
labour and traffic in human beings are
prohibited; (3) No child below the age of
fourteen years shall be engaged in any factory
or mine or any other hazardous employment.

Agriculture policy
There is no unified, integrated and formally adopted and
approved agriculture policy in Sindh. After the 18th
amendment in 2010, the Government of Sindh should have
announced an integrated agriculture and food security
policy but due to bureaucratic incompetence, negligence
and laziness; no such policy has been devised yet. This
attitude affects province’s agriculture sector and peasants
and small land owners’ rights.21 In Sindh, most of the
agriculture related activities are looked after by Agriculture,
Supply and Price (ASP) Department. The Provincial
Minister for Agriculture Sindh, Ali Nawaz Khan Mahar, in
his undated message on the website of ASP Department
narrates about preparation of new agriculture policy and
shows commitment to provide services and facilities to
peasants, landlords, farm labourers, agriculture industrialists
and so on (Government of Sindh, undated22). The Minister
himself is landlord and belongs to a feudal class, thus his
promises to facilitate peasants are nothing but vague
statements.

“[S]etting up peasant
courts is imperative for
the quick disposal of
cases and dispensing
speedy justice to the
peasants’ class. The
composition
of
a
tenancy tribunal should
also be revitalized, and
judges of a civil court
should be authorized to
deal with cases of a
peasant court”. Faheem
Raza, 2 June 2011 in
Pakistan Today.

Agricultural Census
In 69 years, Pakistan’s Agriculture Census Organizations (PCO) has conducted only six
agricultural censuses: 1960, 1972, 1980, 1990, 2000 and 2010. These censuses were conducted
under the provision of the Agricultural Census Act, 1958.23 Surprisingly and unfortunately, these
censuses have been conducted based on the survey approach; by selecting certain houses in certain
areas; it does not include information of all people. Therefore, calling it census is against the

21

Daily Times, 2015, 18th Amendment: Sindh, Balochistan still without agriculture policies, at
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/business/12-Oct-2015/18th-amendment-sindh-balochistan-still-withoutagriculture-policies
22
Government of Sindh, Message from Minister, at http://sindhagri.gov.pk/minister-mesg.html
23
Government of Pakistan, Statistics Division, Agricultural Census Organization; Agricultural Census 2010,
Pakistan Report, at
http://www.pbs.gov.pk/sites/default/files/aco/publications/agricultural_census2010/WRITEUP%20AGRI.%20CENSUS%202010.pdf
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scientific methodology and approach which categorizes these two differently from mythological
and objectives perspectives.
The survey includes some representative populations whereas census covers all population. In
survey approach, certain houses or households in certain areas will be asked questions, but in
census all households are asked questions24. Therefore, calling it a census is totally against
research ethics. It has also many technical and definitional problems, which require serious
attention. However, as for as representation of peasants is concerned; the Pakistan Agricultural
Census is unclear.
Based on the given data under the terms like farm or non-farm and private farms, it is difficult to
gauge the number of total peasants with land or without land. If they are engaged in agricultural
work, how many of these peasants have formal contract of land tenure with the landlords. This so
called census is difficult to be understood by peasants and working class.

Peasant Courts
In result of ineffectiveness of the Tenancy Tribunal set ups under the STA, there has been growing
demand for setting up peasant courts. In Tribunals, local bureaucracy does not protect the rights of
peasants rather illegally supports landlords. There are no exact details of cases lodged in the
Tribunal but it has been claimed that thousands of cases lodged by peasants remain unheard for
many years. In this situation, peasant courts will protect rights of peasants.25 HWA assesses that
peasant courts will serve purpose if these are set up under the law, provided, the law is
implemented in its true spirit but in reality it does not seem viable because the presence of
landlords in assemblies and across the bureaucratic structure in the province is a great hurdles in
brining pro-peasant laws and then implementing these in the field.

24

University of Reading, Introduction to Sampling: Censuses vs. Sample Surveys. Module 3. Session 4. At
http://www.reading.ac.uk/ssc/resourcepacks/UbosDvd/Module_3/M3_Session_04/Module_3_Session_04.ppt.
25
Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum, Peasants Rights, at http://pff.org.pk/peasants-rights/
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Section 2
STATISTICS - PEASANTS IN AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES

According to Agriculture Statistics (2000-2001) Sindh has 140,935 square kilometers (14.09
million hectares) land area which is 18 percent of the country’s geographical area. Sindh’s 40
percent area was arable and 5 percent range land. Its total cultivated area was 5.88 million hectares
and net area planted and sown was 2.39 million hectares. 3.10 million hectares was the total
cropped area, of which 0.71 million hectares was cultivated more than once.1
Table 1: Land utilization Statistics of Sindh in million hectares
Geographical area
Total area
Forest area
Not available for cultivation
Cultural wastage
Cultivated area
Current fallow
Net sown area
Area sown by more than once
Total cropped area
Source: Pakistan Agricultural Research Council2
1

Sindh
14.09
14.09
1.03
6.56
1.47
5.03
2.86
2.17
0.85
3.02

Pakistan
79.61
57.80
4.27
23.15
8.30
22.05
6.68
15.36
7.07
22.43

Hameed Diplai, 2011, Role of Agriculture on Sindh’s Economy, at
https://diplai.wordpress.com/2011/12/16/role-of-agriculture-on-sindhs-economy/
2
Pakistan Agricultural Research Council, 2014, Agricultural Mechanization Statistical Database
Development in Pakistan, at http://un-csam.org/ppta/201411TC10/Papers/PK.pdf.
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There is an important role of agriculture development in reducing the poverty and food insecurity
because agriculture is backbone of the province which provides about 50 percent revenue to Sindh
as well as direct and indirect jobs to millions of people. In majority of industries (such as textile,
sugar mills, food and so on), raw material comes from agriculture sector, it is the sector that has
potential to alleviate poverty and overcome on deaths of children due to malnutrition.3 However,
this sector is totally ignored and marginalized on peasants’ rights, food insecurity and poverty
perspectives.
In Pakistan, Sindh is the second thickly populated province with majority of people living in rural
areas;having agriculture and livestock as their major source of livelihoods. There are no recent
updates but in 2012, it was reported that there were 13.46 million employed people in Sindh,
which included 7.74 million in rural areas of it; majority of them working as sharecroppers
(peasants or tenants4 but landless), and wage workers (landless) on farms.5 The sharecropping is a
contract between peasant (landless) family and the landlord in which the peasant gives some part
of the total crop/product6 and in Sindh this is an informal contract in which peasants use the land
and at the end, the production is equally divided7 and in some cases, expenses related to fertilizer
and so on are paid by the landlord. In 2000, a survey conducted by PILER showed that there were
estimated 1.8 million bonded peasants (sharecroppers) mainly in Sindh and 6.8 million tenants
were performing caste based labour but without payment.8

3

The News International, 2015, Agri growth must to reduce poverty and food security, at
http://www.thenews.com.pk/print/79597-agri-growth-must-to-reduce-poverty-food-insecurity
4
In Sindh tenant is locally referred to hari or a person who uses the land of person cultivation (agrarian
purpose) for a certain period of time. Since this practice is carried out informally therefore, there is no
decided between the parties, whenever landlord wants he can ask the tenant to leave the land.
5
Lanjwani, Bisharat Ali and Ghulam Mustafa Gaho, 2011, Debt bondage of agriculture workers in the wake
of floods, 2011 Sindh, The Government-Annual Research Journal of Political Science, 1 (1), pp. 64-71.
6
International Encyclopedia of Social Science, Sharecroppers at
http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/sharecropping.aspx
7
Lanjwani, Bisharat Ali and Ghulam Mustafa Gaho, 2011, Debt bondage of agriculture workers in the wake
of floods, 2011 Sindh, The Government-Annual Research Journal of Political Science, 1 (1), pp. 64-71.
8
Bonded Labour in Asia and Europe, Debt bondage in Pakistan, at
http://bondedlabour.weebly.com/pakistan.html
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Most of the issues in agriculture sector are because of irrational land ownership system, which has
Table 2: Year wise fishers working in inland resulted and perpetuated poverty, hunger,
diseases and inequality among majority of
fisheries of sindh by 2012
peasants, landless peasants and workers.9
Year
No of fishermen
The tenancy law is ignored to be reviewed
Fulltime
Part time
Total
and amended; if in case the law is
2001
29,732
19,614
49,34
reviewed and amended that is merely for
2002
26,801
15,408
42,209
benefiting own interests.
2003
29,274
17,103
46,377
The agriculture chapter in the Economic
2004
29,401
17,219
46,620
Survey of Pakistan does not offer even a
2005
30,151
17,653
47,804
single sentence about the land ownership
2006
31,767
19,258
51,025
system, the exploitation of workers and the
prevalence of bonded labour in the
2007
25,711
10,017
35,728
agriculture sector. These kinds of
2008
27,873
15,049
42,922
documents are full of rhetoric on
2009
27,873
15,049
42,922
productivity targets and better utilization of
2010
27,873
15,049
42,922
inputs; however, they remain devoid of the
2011
23,650
22,560
46,210
peasants’ demands and rights for the land.10
2012
25,047
23,049
48,096
Source: Development Statistics of Sindh, 2013,
Sindh Bureau of Statistics

Fishermen in agriculture
Fisheries sector is an important part of agriculture because many of the peasants do fishing as a
part time besides their main profession of cultivating land. . The only statistics available from 2013
shows that in inland fisheries in Sindh there was 1,25,000 (58.28 percent) metric tonnes of the total
(2,14,500 metric tons) inland fish production in Pakistan (Sindh Bureau of Statistics, 201411).
Table 2 shows that 40 percent of the total 49,346 fishermen in inland fisheries were part time
engaged in fishing in 2001. By 2012, of the total 48,096 fishermen in Sindh, 23,049 (48 percent)
were partially engaged with fishing.

Budgetary allocations related to peasants
According to Article 6 (5) of the draft Declaration on the
rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas:
“Peasants have the right to be involved in the planning,
formulation and adoption of local and national budgets for
agriculture”.12 In Sindh, no such practices are observed
where peasants could be seen involved budgeting. One of
the main reasons is the existing landlord class is
predominant in the PAS (see section 3). However, in the
name of peasants, various budgetary allocations are made
(see Table 3). There is no independent monitoring and
evaluation of utilization of budgets such as the budgets
allocated for the provision of assistance to peasant on
9

Rehman, I. A., 2015, Land Reform or bust, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1168916
Rehman, I. A., 2015, Land Reform or bust , at http://www.dawn.com/news/1168916
11
Sindh Bureau of Statistics, (2014), Development Statistics of Sindh 2013
12
United Nations, Declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas,
at http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/WGPleasants/A-HRC-WG-15-1-2_En.pdf.
10
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purchase of tractors and for its third phase in 2014-2015, 1000 million rupees were allocated; and
in 2015-16 budget; 502.150 million rupees were allocated. Similarly for its fourth phase, another
1000 million rupees in 2014-15 and 1500 million rupees in 2015-16 were allocated. How these
tractors schemes are working, who is benefiting from these, how many genuine peasants benefited
from these schemes are big questions which have to remain unanswered.
However the news reports reveals that GoS has been planning to distribute more tractors for
increasing the farm production, and at the same time questions are raised on previous tractors
distribution schemes. By 2015, 1600 tractors had been distributed among landlords and powerful
people mainly belonging to the current government.13
Table 3: Budget and schemes related to peasants in 2015-2016 budget
Budget
Revised
Activity/scheme
estimates
estimates
2014-2015
2014-2015
Horticulture Training Project for increasing
earning capability of subsistence Farmers 20,000,000
20,000,000
(Revised) (Deputy Commissioner Khairpur)
Adoption of Farmers Field School Approach
in Agriculture Extension for Dissemination
10,000,000
Agriculture Technology Among the Farming
Communities
Dissemination of Agricultural Information
among the Farming Community through
Electronic & Print Media Phase-II
Adoption of Farmers Field School Approach
in Agriculture Extension for Dissemination
9,660,000
Agriculture Technology Among the Farming
Communities
Provision of Assistance to Farmers on
Purchase of 11,000 Nos. Wheel Type 1,000,000,000 1,000,000,000
Tractors Phase-III
Provision of Assistance to Farmers for
1,000,000,000
Purchase of Wheel Type Tractors (Phase-IV)
Subsidy
Assistance
on
Agriculture
Implements for Farm Mechanization (Project
Cost Rs. 794.42 million with GOS 100,000,000
85,000,000
share Rs.400.0 million, Farmer's shares Rs.
394.420 million).
Provision of Solar Pumps on 50% Subsidy to
130,000,000
Farmers
Installation of Tubewells on 50% Subsidy in
Sindh Phase-II
Pilot Project for Sustainable Agriculture
87,756,000
through Water Storage Tanks in Thatta
Additional lining of watercourses No-27-BR
Baharwah,87-L
Mirwah
and
56-L,
Pandhirowah District Khairpur
Total
2,347,756,000 1,114,660,000
Source: Finance Department, Government of Sindh
13

Budget
estimates
2015-2016
34,347,000

40,960,000

65,000,000

502,150,000
1,500,000,000

170,020,000

253,000,000
65,000,000
138,012,000
50,300,000
2,818,789,000

Black Sea Grain, Pakistan. Sindh government mulling distributing 3,000 tractors,
at http://www.blackseagrain.net/novosti/pakistan-sindh-government-mulling-distributing-3-000-tractors
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In Development budget, the funds allocated for agriculture were 4274.606 million rupees in 20142015 only 15 percent of the total development budget. In 2015-2016 budget; 4113.558 million
rupees were allocated for development schemes in agriculture, which is also about 15 percent of
the total development budget.14
Table 3 shows those budgetary allocations in 2014-15 and 2015-16 budgets, which have direct
relevance to peasants but it could not be assessed if these schemes were only for peasants or for
landlords as well. In 2014-2015 estimated development budgets, 2347.756 million rupees were
allocated on the schemes given in Table 3; in 2015-2016 estimated development budget 2818.789
million rupees were allocated which shows an increase in the budget.
It has been complained that in 20152016 fiscal budget, Sindh paid little
attention to the development of
agriculture sector.15 The development
of agriculture sector is extremely
significant for peasants and their
rights and overall welfare. Budgetary
practices at provincial and district
level can play important role in
developing
agriculture
sector,
otherwise, can lead to poor yields and
poverty among peasants, which will
further the food insecurity. HWA is
concerned that budgets prepared at
provincial and district levels in Sindh
are prepared without the consultation and participation of peasants. Sindh’s political environment
is captured by landlords and bureaucrats (mostly children’s of feudal lords),16which aggravates the
situation for peasants. Low budgetary allocations for rural development are indicative of a
persistent blind-spot in policy making, in which needs and rights of rural communities and
peasants in particular are ignored. Through politics, economics and social forces, landlords control
masses. In return, the state keeps the landlords untaxed and provides them with share in local and
provincial governments.17

Horticulture project for peasants
In 2014-15 and 2015-16 (see Table 3), only in Khairpur district, budget was allocated for
horticulture but in other districts such practice was not observed. In the budget document prepared
by Finance Department of G o S, budgetary allocations were only reflected for Khairpur district;
on the other hand in Provincial Agriculture Department’s document, Annual Development
Programme 2014-15 and 2015-16, Ghotki, Sukkur and Nushero Feroze districts were also

14

Finance Department, Government of Sindh, Budget 2015-16 Volume IV, Part A, at
http://www.fdsindh.gov.pk/site/userfiles/VOLUME-IV-2015-16/Volume-IV%20Part-A.pdf
15
Daily Times, 2015, Poverty rises in Sindh as outdated agriculture mode prevails, at
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/sindh/22-Jul-2015/poverty-rises-in-sindh-as-outdated-agriculture-modeprevails
16
Shahab Usto, 2015, LG poll lessons, at
http://epaper.dawn.com/DetailImage.php?StoryImage=13_11_2015_009_002
17
Shahab Usto, 2015, LG poll lessons, at
http://epaper.dawn.com/DetailImage.php?StoryImage=13_11_2015_009_002
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mentioned where horticulture project had to be implemented, 18 but there were no details about the
start date of the project.
With the horticulture project, the Agriculture Department Khairpur, aimed to improve earning
capability of small scale peasants to improve their well being.In 2013, the quotes were called for
consultants to organize trainings; however there is
no formal data about the effectiveness or success of
Born to live slave
the project interventions including issues and
In one hand he clutches a hoe, in the
challenges. But there are some details about the
other a small plastic truck. Hamo, 8,
project on the facebook page of the Directorate of
has worked as a farm laborer since he
Agriculture Extension Sukkur Division, in which it
was five, alongside his 12 family
has been claimed that the project is revolutionary
members who are trapped working on
because it has been “conceived purely with the
the land of a faceless landlord. Nanji,
objective of bringing about sustainable change in the
Hamo’s father, has lived and worked
lives of subsistence farmers of Thari Mirwah, one of
for the last ten years on a plot of land
the poorest tehsils in District Khairpur”.19
just outside Hyderabad in southern
Sindh. He’s spent his entire life as a
The facebook page also reveals that Thari Mirwah
bonded laborer, being sold between
was selected for this project merely for its poor
farms — first as a child with his
conditions resulted from devastating rains in 2011.
parents and today as a father with his
In September 2011, the project was conceived and in
eight children. He arrived at his
May 2012, it was formally launched. The
present condition in the usual way:
Directorate claimed that 300 participants including
debt.
50 percent women were selected based on a
cautiously developed selection criteria, which were
Source: Annabel Symington, 3 June
split into six groups and each group had 50
2014, Life as slave in Pakistan, at
participants. It also maintained that intentional
Global Post.
efforts were put to select maximum number of
women.
The main themes of the training and capacity building were ‘how to grow good quality vegetables
that could be marketed to high-end buyers, locally and internationally’.20 Besides that, class room
and practical trainings were also conducted. The main purpose of the capacity building was to
divert attention of peasants from routine cash crops to highly valuable vegetable farming. In order
to ensure participation of the participants, each participant was given 200 rupees for each session
attended by him or her. After imparting them trainings, these groups were given shape of
cooperatives so that they become successful business units and work together towards one target.
The project claimed that these cooperatives of peasants were linked with top end buyers at local
and international level. These six cooperatives have collectively leased 100 acres of land, where
they had started cultivating vegetables. Each cooperative group was provided with 650,000 rupees
as seed money to start the cultivation and business activities. However, it is not clear on what cost
this piece of land is given to these peasant cooperatives and also it is not known, after 2012, what
are the outcomes and success stories of the project.

Poverty among peasants
Increasing population among peasants in rural parts of Sindh has become alarming and dangerous.
In the absence of basic health and education services, population growth among peasants in Sindh
18

Horticulture is low intensity and small scale farming that includes rearing animals and planting inside
households or outside households but on small scale. Source: Horticulture, at
http://anthro.palomar.edu/subsistence/sub_4.htm
19
Horticulture, at http://anthro.palomar.edu/subsistence/sub_4.htm
20
Horticulture, at http://anthro.palomar.edu/subsistence/sub_4.htm

- 23 -

STATE OF PEASANTS’ RIGHTS IN SINDH 2015

is increasingly higher. Peasants do not consider their children as burden, rather, in reality and in
practice they all become burden on each other when there are no basic rights for them related to
health and education. They live in complex and multidimensional environment of rural poverty,
sometimes they are in absolute, sometimes they are in chronic and sometimes they are in relative
poverty21, but most of the times they remain poor because they are peasants and engaged in
extremely neglected sector in Sindh, and overall rights of workers in Sindh belonging to any sector
of the economy are worst, and agriculture is the most deprived among all.
In terms of population, Sindh is the second largest province with about 52 percent population
living in rural areas.22 In Pakistan, Sindh after Balochistan was on second number with 33 percent
households living under the severe conditions of poverty. In rural areas, more than 46 percent of
peasant households were below poverty line.23
They entirely depend on agriculture and
animal rearing, however, the continuous
scarcity of irrigation water in Thatta, Badin,
Umerkot, Sanghar, Mirpurkhas, Khairpur
and Dadu has added more miseries in
peasants’ lives and has completely ruined
the local economy. In Badin and Thatta, the
situation of peasants has worsened because
of sea intrusion which has permanently or
seasonally submerged agricultural lands. As
a result of shortage of water, cultivable
lands have turned barren and there no hope
of
improvement.
With
decreasing
agricultural
productivity,
the
other
employment
opportunities
are
also
decreasing. Young people without agricultural activities and lack of other sources of livelihood
and employment, rush to cities but there they do not have space because it is already over saturated
with migrant workers from within the country and also from outside.24 They also lack market skills
to get jobs, thus remain vulnerable in urban areas, and easily become victims of urban gangs and
mafias who exploit illiterate peasant youth for their vested interests.

Children of peasants
There is important contribution of children of
peasant families in agriculture labour (cultivation).
In peak seasons, children’s contribution becomes
extremely important.25
From 2013 to 2015, of the total 1,667 bonded
labourers released through courts, 817 (49 percent)
were reported children (See Chart 1). In similar
way, with thousands of peasant families victims of
21

Abdul Waheed Memon, Inayatullah Magsi and Habibullah Magsi, 2015, "Prevalence of Rural Poverty in
Sindh, Pakistan: Case of Tando Allahyar District, European Academic Research, II (10), 13296-13307.
22
Dawn, 2010, Poverty in Sindh, at http://www.dawn.com/news/841516/poverty-in-sindh
23
Arif Naveed and Nazim Ali, 2012, Cluster Deprivation: District Profile of Poverty in Pakistan. Islamabad:
SDPI.
24
Dawn, 2010, Poverty in Sindh, at http://www.dawn.com/news/841516/poverty-in-sindh
25
George J Mergos, 1992, Economic Contribution of Children in Peasant Agriculture and the Effect of
Education: Evidence from Philippines. Pakistan Development Review 31 (2): 189-201.
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debt bondage in agriculture in Sindh are children. These children are born slaves when their
peasant parents are indebted. Many slave women give birth to slave children without medical care
and protection and even in fields at the time of harvesting crops. These children remain
malnourished because their mothers are unable to feed them at the time of harvesting.26
A study suggested that peasant’s children are more malnourished as compared to others. Those
women who do not work in agriculture sector have children with stunting 42 percent but those
women who work in agriculture their children have stunt ratio at 52 percent.27

26

Rabia Mehmood, Home of the Free: Starting a new life in Pakistan’s Azad Nagar, a colony of ex-slaves, at
http://projects.aljazeera.com/2014/village-of-slaves/
27
Dawn, 2014, Call for recognizing women’s role in agriculture, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1151239
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Women peasants and farm workers
In every family, women’s role is central
and extremely important. Peasant women
not only take care of household chores and
bear and rear children but also work with
men in the fields. In cotton fields,
estimated 500,000 peasant women were
reported working as cotton pickers but
they were devoid of basic health and
economic rights, and no law recognizes
and protects their rights as cotton pickers.
A research has found that majority of
cotton picking women come from Hindu
peasant families mainly Kolhi and Bheel.28
Absence of protective laws has made these
increased the vulnerability of these women
to any form of violence, abuse and
exploitations in the hands of landlords and
farm owners. These women are performing double role, inside and outside their households, but do
not receive proper health care and protection. Their children’s health is worst as compared to other
women’s children.29 In rural areas, peasant women and children also provide beggar services in
landlords’ houses but without any remuneration.30

ILO’s initiative for peasants requires third party assessment
After 2010 floods and 2011 rains, the ILO in Pakistan in support with FAO and UN Women in
Sindh province had launched a UN joint programme on livelihood restoration with financial
support from the United Nations Human Security Trust Fund (UN-HSTF).
The purpose of the UN Joint program was to restore and protect the livelihoods of the vulnerable
peasant population in Sindh by improving their on-farm productive capacities and off-farm income
generating activities. The project started in February 2013 and will be completed in January
2016.31 In the given time, the project has to achieve following objectives:
 To improve the livelihoods and economic security of rural communities through in-kind
support to restore and/or protect the farm production capacities and off-farm income
generating activities and create positive impact on their disaster reliance.
 To enhance the skills and knowledge base of men and women farmers, landless people and
unemployed youth through technical support in good agriculture practices (GAPs), postharvest management and vocational skills.
 To empower farmers’ organizations, water user associations (WUAs), women groups, and
their Hari constituents to enhance their natural resource base (land, water, vegetation, etc)
while strengthening their resilience to future shocks.
The project has reasonable objectives and targets and it has completed almost 3 years of its life.
Now there is a dire need to assess and evaluate its impact on genuine peasants through a third party
evaluator.

28

Dawn, 2015, Call for recognizing women’s role in agriculture, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1151239
Dawn, 2015, Call for recognizing women’s role in agriculture, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1151239
30
Maliha Khan, 2007, The Political Ecology of Irrigation in Upper Sindh: People, Water and Land
Degradation. ProQuest.
31
ILO, Livelihood restoration, protection and sustainable empowerment of vulnerable peasant communities
in Sindh province, at http://www.ilo.org/islamabad/whatwedo/projects/WCMS_216994/lang--en/index.htm
29
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Section 3
PEASANTS' PEACEFUL POLITICAL STRUGGLE
With the growing struggle for peasants
rights, the violence and victimization of
peasants has also increased over the last
two decades, and state machinery
remained defunct at large, rather very
much supportive to landlords in evicting
peasants from lands, depriving them from
their share (battai), lodging false cases
against peasants and making them subject
to physical torture, sexual abuse and
murders.1

Sindh Land Reforms Movement Network (SLRM)
The SLRM was formed in 2011 to protect and
promote the rights of helpless and voiceless and
landless peasants in Sindh, who are susceptible to
natural disasters mainly floods and rains, and ignored
by the government and assemblies which are
dominated by landlords, who are unfriendly and
aggressive towards poor peasants. Initially there were
18 member organizations of SLRM.

In brief, peasants movement in
Sindh: Past and Present
Before 1947, there were tyrannical and cruel regimes that had tried to crush and ruin peasants’
voices for their rights to land and other fundamental things. In Sindh, voice for the rights of
peasants was raised by Sufi Shah Inayat (1655-1718), known as the first social reformer in Sindh,
he was born in Jhok, Sindh.
The Mughal emperor Farrukhsiyar,
with the support of local feudal lords
and Mullahs, got him killed for
mobilizing peasants. The Sufi was of
the view that one who ploughs has the
foremost right on the production.
Local feudal lords got afraid of him
and sought Emperor’s help. , who
ordered the Kalhoro to kill the voices
of peasant for land rights. For two
months, the fight between Kalhoro’s
army and Sufi’s peasants continued in
Jhok. After no results, commander
Kalhoro offered the Sufi to negotiate
and save more bloodshed. As he came
to negotiate, he was arrested and
2
beheaded; his head was sent to Emperor in Delhi. Sufi was the first leader or reformer in Sindh
who organized peasants for their right to land and also their right to property and production from
the land.3
Sufi’s struggle for peasants’ rights inspired many in Sindh and laid foundations for progressive
struggle of peasants’ rights. In 1920s, during British rule, peasants’ movement started in different
parts of the sub-continent and in Sindh, it started in Tando Mohammad Khan and Tando Jam.
During 1930, Sindh Hari Committee was formed to represent peasants struggle in an organized
1

Zeenat Hisam, 2015, Tenants in Sindh, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1162190/tenants-in-sindh
Bennett, Clinton, and Charles M. Ramsey, eds. South Asian Sufis: Devotion, Deviation, and Destiny.
Bloomsbury Publishing, 2012.
3
Peoples Common Struggle Center, 2014, An overview of peasants struggle, Quarterly Struggle, 1.
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manner. In it, various people played an important role such as Namodari Pad, Hasan Nasir, Raees
Ghulam Mohammad Bhurgri, comrade Sajjad Zahir, Joti Basso, Jamsheed Nazarwan, Jeethmal
Paras-Raam and others.4
In 1945, Hyder Bux Jatoi
had joined the Hari
Committee after resigning
from the post of deputy
collector and during Hari
convention in 1947 he was
elected as the convener of
the Committee. 5
In 1950, under the
leadership of the Comrade
Jatoi, the protest for the
land rights of peasants was
initiated outside of the
PAS, which resulted siege
of the Assembly for days
and Members Provincial
Assembly (MPA) were
inside the building; when
the Assembly passed the
STA then the protest was
stopped.
The
STA
contained almost all those
demands
that
Hari
Committee had submitted
with the Assembly. This
was extremely important
breakthrough in the history
of
peasants’
rights
movement,
which
increased the morale of
working class mainly
peasants.

Comrade Hyder Bux Jatoi (1901-1970)
Comrade Hyder Bux Jatoi was born on 7 October 1901 in
Bakhodero village near Mohenjo-daro in Larkana. In his
infancy, his mother had passed away, so he had grown up
with his father and aunts. As he completed primary
education he was sent to the Sindh Madarsah School in
Larkana. He secured the first position in the final
vernacular examination in 1918 in Sindh. The Comrade
also had the first position in matriculation examination in
the Bombay University in 1923. After that he joined the D.
J. (Diwan Dayaram Jethamal) Science College, Karachi
and completed graduation in 1927 and got a distinction in
Persian language from the Bombay University. He
immediately got the civil service job.
After seeing the sufferings of peasants in the hands of cruel
landlords, in 1943, the Comrade left the post of deputy
collector in the British colonial government. He joined the
peasants’ rights movement.
The Comrade was not only a peasant leader but poet and
writer in Sindh. In Sindh, he is remembered as the Father
of Sindh because of his gallant struggle for the rights of
poor peasants in Sindh. He was one of the founding
members of the Sindh Hari Committee, and for many years
he was president of it. On 21 May 1970, the Comrade died.
Source: Sindhipedia

However, after Hyder Bux Jatoi, feudal lords have gained more power and maintain control over
most of the institutions in civil bureaucracy responsible for the implementation of the STA. Later
on, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto from Pakistan People’s Party and Rasool Bux Paleejo from Awami
Tarhreek supported the peasants’ movements for rights, Bhutto delivered good to peasants and
workers and he brought a land reform law in 19706 but in Zia-ul-Haq’s regime, the federal Shariat
Court declared it un-Islamic.

4
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Peoples Common Struggle Center , 2014, An overview of peasants struggle, Quarterly Struggle, 1.
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Today Hari Committee exists but is
not active and organized as it was
under the Comrade’s leadership;
causing restlessness for feudal
lords and brought constructive
changes
in peasants’ lives.
Currently the Hari Committee is
not only worried about distribution
of lands (or land reforms) but
encroachment on the banks of
Indus River and canals, acute water
shortage to tail end users
(peasants), sea intrusion in Badin
and Thatta and heavy cost of
agricultural
production.
The
contemporary of the Comrade (one
of them Kawish Rizvi) believe that
the peasant movement is not organized, if organized; no landlord can take away peasants’ rights. .
The Comrade lost his legs in assault on him during Zia-ul-Haq regime but he had full hope in
peasants’ revolution.7 It has also been viewed that peasants’ movement for rights in Sindh has
slowed down or weakened after the collapse of the Soviet Union. 8

Weak peasant movement in Sindh
The right to land is not a new mantra, rather, centuries old. In Sindh, mostly it is associated with
Mehdavi Movement (in late 15th century), Shah Inayat of Jhok (in late 17th and early 18th century)
and Hyder Bux Jatoi. It is being viewed that only in Hyder Bux Jatoi’s time, the peasant movement
achieved great success in terms of Tenancy Act and Land Reforms brought by Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
which added more value to the movement but after Hyder Bux Jatoi, the peasant movement has
become extremely weak and peasants’ sufferings have increased. The rumors are that peasants
movement is weaker and unorganized because it has got nationalist political color or Sindhi color,
and it was divided into different Sindhi nationalist groups, though the idea is not proved yet. In
addition to this, one more rumor says that, among the leaders of peasants’ movement there are the
landlords and people who know nothing about agriculture or have never cultivated land. These
assumptions and rumors have to be investigated thoroughly in a scholarly manner. There is also a
complaint against the large peasant organization; that these were not active, only small scale
peasant organizations were playing active role.9

Land reforms in PPP government in Sindh
Agriculture sector not only provides 45 percent work of force but also provides the raw material to
industries; despite that; yet agriculture has not been given attention mainly in terms of its
landownership system and pattern comprised of large scale land holding. Limited landownership
and abusive production practices are dominant factors to retain poor agricultural performance
which badly affects peasants. Even though peasants in agriculture sector contribute major share but
their conditions are deplorable. They work as sharecroppers (tenant) and wage workers under the
control of landlords and agriculture farm owners. In farms, as wage workers, they do not receive
7

Dawn, 2015, Call to end feudal system, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1183791
Peoples Common Struggle Center, 2014, An overview of peasants struggle, Quarterly Struggle, 1.
9
Jan Khaskheli, 2015, Government urged to start third phase of land distribution among landless women, at
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fair wages, maximum about 30 rupees (0.29 USD) per day in some areas, besides facing sexual
abuse, humiliation and absence of shelters and protection.10
There is dire need to bring effective and forced land reforms to distribute land among landless
peasants. The current Pakistan Peoples Party’s government in Sindh, having majorityof landlord
and feudal-cum-bureaucrats, is in continuous power for the last 8 years and has remained in power
for many times in the past. In 1970s, the government of Pakistan Peoples Party had introduced the
land reforms but these have not been
implemented by the concurrent governments.
Every year on the death anniversary of the
In June 2015, Chief Minister of Sindh
peasant leader, Comrade Hyder Bux Jatoi, the
announced that 2,500 acres of forest land
worthy speakers call for land reforms and end
to landlord system supported and perpetuated by
recovered from the bandits in district
civil military bureaucracy in Sindh that remains
Ghotki will be allotted to local landless
unheard yet11 The distribution of land amongst
peasant. In this regard, the Chief
landless peasants is dream of the Comrade’s
Minister directed the chief secretary to
followers because they believe that land should
work out on land distribution plan.
be given to those who till it, work on it, make it
(Source: Daily Times, 3 June 2015)
productive useful for country people. Peasants’
leaders claim that because of the Comrade’s
efforts, 1.8 acres of land were allocated to
peasants but over the years feudals have taken
back 400,000 acres of land to their possessions.12 These landlords also use their titles to exploit
people and other resources, their titles range from Mir, Pir, Waderas, Jagirdars, Khan, Nawab and
so on.
In Sindh peasants have no right or claim over production and tenancy, the contract between the
landlords and a peasant is verbal which can continue for as long as the landlord wants. In
Hyderabad, 32 organizations under the banner of the Sindh Land Reform Movement (SLRM),
working for the rights of peasants, urged the Government of Sindh to allot agricultural land to
landless peasants for helping them over on food insecurity and produce better crops. The SLRM
gathered outside the Hyderabad press club to highlight cruelty and injustice being implicated by
landlords on socially, economically and politically helpless peasants13 but no one paid attention on
this demand made by SLRM.14

Sindh Government’s landless peasants’ project
In March 2009, the Government of Sindh had launched the Landless Harees Project (LHP) aiming
to provide agriculture land with ownership to the poorest and marginalized peasants in 17 districts
of Sindh which basically had objective to reduce poverty and to empower poor. 15 It was
announced to provide 212864 acres of the state agriculture land; of which, fifty percent land was
reported prime land, and fifty percent dependent on rain.16 It has been claimed that landless women

10

Green Rural Development Organization, Livelihood, at http://grdo.org.pk/index.php/livelihood/
Dawn, 2015, Call to end feudal system, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1183791
12
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13
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14
Rehman, I. A., 2015, Land Reform or bust, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1168916
15
Sindh Rural Support Programme Consortium, Landless Harees Completion Report, at
http://www.srso.org.pk/reports/spcl_rpt/Landless%20Harees%20Report-%20Completion.pdf
16
Syed Mohammad Ali, 2014, Development, Poverty and Power in Pakistan: The Impact of State and Donor
Interventions on Farmers, Vol. 94. Routledge.
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were given priority in all allotments so that they could be empowered economically and socially.
The project, as claimed, has brought successful harvest in many project areas. 17
The project completion report had
been uploaded on the Sindh Rural
Support Organization’s website with
impressive figures but it did not
mention about the date of publication
of the report as well as date of
completion of the project and its
phases. The report claims that the
LHP “has made significant headway
in socio-economic reform in the
poorest families of rural Sindh” and
many components of the project
show “structural and sustainable
positive changes”. The consortium of
three organizations engaged in the
implementation of the project has
claimed successful implementation of the project; those organizations were Sindh Rural Support
Organization (SRSO), Thardeep Rural Development Programme (TRDP) and National Rural
Support Programme (NRSP).18
The report shows that landless peasants were allotted lands for the maximum period of 15 years
along with the cash money for developing or leveling the unutilized land, purchase of seeds,
fertilizers and weedicides. 19 In addition to this, the report also claims that the support package
includes micro health insurance and family nutrition kits and, in few areas fruit trees and poultry
birds were also distributed under the project.20
Under the project, 41520 acres of land were distributed among 4103 landless peasants in 17
districts; the recipients included 1220 (29.4 percent) men and 2883 (70.6 percent) women. The
area of allotted land ranged from 1 acre to 25 acres. For in-kind support, distributed 42,772,251
rupees and cash grants for land development distributed 47,254,833 rupees. Additionally, under
the project, peasants’ capacity was enhanced.21
Peasant organizations welcomed the initiative and urged the government to start third phase of the
project with transparency and ensure availability of irrigation water, seed and other basic services
for cultivating land to the new land owner peasant women. 22 For the success of the land
distribution project, besides consortium of three organizations, other organizations also initiated
the campaign in rural areas to take part in the project.23
17
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There was also a demand to thoroughly investigate the process of land distribution because many
landless peasants had complained about the process of distribution and other things. The peasants’
rights activists claimed that the first phase had systematic problems in the process of land
distribution, and the second phase had more serious violations which deprived needy landless
peasants. 24
In 2009, during the first phase of the LHP, Participatory Development Initiatives (PDI) had
conducted a qualitative study25 to assess the progress of the LHP and the report pointed out various
issues that included: lack of participation of civil society organizations in the land distribution
process from identification of peasants to handing over the land to peasants; disparities between
the announcement about available state land by the Government of Sindh and the record of
available land; those lands were identified for distribution which were disputed over, completely
out of order (no leveling) and full of salinity; there was no clear and comprehensive mechanism to
identify and select the peasant beneficiary; ineffective publicity of the LHP and the relevant
activities; lack of facilities to peasants for application submission for the land grant; open
kachehries were greatly conducted at the places where deserving women from far villages were
unable to participate; in some areas, men received more land than women though project’s focus
was on women empowerment; the process was slow and cumbersome with unequal distribution of
land; priorities were not given to local peasants; the land allotted was in conflict areas; after the
completion of the project, many peasants were without documents of lands allotted to them; land
was allotted but without demarcation; and so on. There were also reported issues in the support
package.26
In Thatta district, many influential people had filed cases in the court against the allotment of the
lands to peasants; this started a new ordeal for poor peasant women, who had to run after courts to
get the land.27
A research conducted by Shirkat Gah in Thatta, Benazirabad and Sukkur districts, which identified
procedural issues and problems in the land distribution process. The report revealed that the land
had been allotted to women but it was under the control of their men. In some instances, women
were given uneven and barren lands and in some cases, they were allotted land that was illegally
under the control of landlords. Many women complained that the money (58000 rupees) given to
initiate cultivation on barren land was extremely low. Logistics matters were mostly dealt by men,
which created some concerns for peasant women.28
Given the issues in the land distribution system or process, besides many positive things, the major
aspect the LHP has, it gave women the right to property and its usage under their control.
Therefore, this project has been welcomed wholeheartedly by many and peasants are happy who
24
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got the land ownership and also residential security. In order to get the ownership of land,
hundreds of women came to Kachehries by buses, trucks, donkey carts, by foot and even barefoot.
Many walked miles to reach Kachehries.
One woman sharing her story said “If we get our own land, we can feed our family and earn more
money. Sometimes, we have enough to eat; but often, it’s not enough”. And another peasant
woman added that land is important for her because her family survives on it. Her family
cultivated 4 acres of land but the landlord took away three parts of the total crop production. 29 If
these projects continued for a long time, there is possibility that landlord structure may become
weaker in coming days and peasants’ lives may improve. It was also reported that as a result of
the land distribution among women, the rate of domestic violence against women has reduced in
rural areas of Sindh.30
For HWA, land distribution is important
step but yet the dark side of the land reform
has not been touched. This is the
distribution of the state land only for 15
years but what about those millions of acres
of agriculture land owned by a few
families, who perpetuate feudal system and
contemporary forms of slavery; who control
production cycles, land utilizations and
lives of peasants working for them. And,
why the land is allotted only for 15 years,
why not it is allotted for 99 years?

Agriculture package for peasants or landlords!
In September 2015, while addressing the Kisan31 Convention, the Prime Minister (PM) of Pakistan
announced a relief package of 341 billion rupees for farmers. The package was approved by the
Cabinet. The PM said that the package includes four phases/areas: firstly, the peasants will be
provided financial support; secondly, they will be provided relief in agriculture expenses; thirdly,
provision of loans; and fourthly, facilitation in the process of getting loans. He also said that if
peasants produce more or extra quantity of rice, they will be given 5000 rupees cash per acre. He
also promised to give 5000 rupees as cash assistance to peasants growing cotton because their
crops were destroyed by the floods. He added that 40 billion rupees will be given as cash
assistance to rice and cotton growers, this cost will be jointly borne by both provincial and federal
governments.32
The premier also said that federal government will set up a fund of 20 billion rupees to subsidize
the price of fertilizers. On one bag of phosphate and potassium fertilizers, 500 rupees will be
reduced.33 In the market, one sack of DAP fertilizer was reported to be 3700 rupees.34 The PM
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added that peasants cannot afford insurance of their fields and crops, thus the government will pay
the premium fees for the peasants. This initiative will cost 2.5 billion rupees and will benefit
approximately 0.7 million peasants (small land holding or small scale farmers). The package also
includes interest free loan for installing solar power tube-wells, or to convert the exiting tube wells
into solar powered tube wells. For this, only those peasant/famers are eligible who have 12.5 acres
or less land.35
The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) objected the time of announcing the package and
stayed some parts of the package till December 2015 when the local bodies’ elections were
completed.36 Peasant organizations in Sindh and others criticized the government for picking the
wrong time of providing subsidies on fertilizer to peasants in Sindh when they were already done
with the wheat sowing season. Therefore, peasants in Sindh were not able to use the subsidized
fertilizer for their wheat crop.
After the ECP’s stay order on the subsidy to peasants/farmers, the dealers were stopped selling
DAP fertilizer on reduced rates, which caused confusion and frustration among peasants and the
others because peasants were not aware about the stay order by the ECP.37
Peasant groups and other organizations have criticized the government for overlooking the genuine
demands and issues of peasants. The most critical problem the peasants face is low rates or prices
of their products and higher cost of agricultural inputs. For peasants, fixing prices of major crops
(i.e. rice, wheat, cotton, maize and sugarcane) was the best package. The cash subsidy to peasants
having 12.5 acres of land or less is insufficient to meet higher production cost. It was doubted if
peasants would also have such subsidy in the given rampant environment of corruption. It has also
been observed that subsidy on fertilizer is not sufficient for a peasant living with extremely limited
livelihood resources. Additionally it has also been seen that benefits announced for peasants in the
package will greatly benefit the industrialists, bankers and dealers of agricultural input because of
poor market regulatory mechanisms.38
It has also been rebuked that besides industrialists, bankers and dealers; benefits of the package
will also be reaped by rich landlords who will buy imported agriculture machinery and get subsidy
for solar tube wells. Many organizations working for peasants’ rights are disappointed over the
package; these organizations include Pakistan Kissan Ittehad, Kissan Board, Kissan Raj Party, All
Pakistan Kissan Ittehad and the Pakistan Agriculture Forum. But Kissan Welfare Association and
Kissan Bachao Tahreek had welcomed the relief package.39
The Chief Minister of Sindh also expressed more serious concerns over the PM’s relief package
because his provincial government was not consulted before announcing the package. He also
erevealed that he did not know about the idea of the package and also had not received any details
of it; he viewed that the Sindh Cabinet will discuss about the package and will decided to
implement it in the province or not. He also indicated about two important issues that the federal
government must take into its account: 1) Peasants of Sindh were not receiving due share from the
34
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Indus River because the Chashma-Jhelum Link Canal was permanently flowing and causing water
shortage for peasants in Sindh. He also criticized that Sindh had surplus wheat production even
then the federal government had permitted traders to import low quality 700,000 tonnes of wheat
at Karachi port, which had resulted billion rupees loss to peasants and the provincial government
of Sindh.40
Organizations working for the promotion and protection of the rights of peasants including
workers on agricultural farms have expressed deep concerns over the package and its design.
During a consultation organized by SLRM, Professor Muhammad Ismail Kumbhar from
Agriculture University Jando Jam said that there is doubt that the package will benefit to landless
peasants (share croppers) rather to cotton and rice traders and exporters, and create opportunity for
traders and big landlords to exploits peasants and farm workers. He also criticized that local and
indigenous seeds arenot promoted, which has potential for producing heavy crops. The package
should have included land reforms and utilization and improvement of those lands that have
become barren because of salinity.41

Bonded labourers’ released and escaped in 2013, 2014 and 2015

Article 11 (Slavery, forced labour, etc. prohibited) of the Constitution of Pakistan declares slavery
as “forbidden and no law shall permit or facilitate its introduction into Pakistan in any form”
(section 1) and “All forms of forced labour and traffic in human beings are prohibited” (section
2).42 But in reality, in Pakistan, the most commonly and severely affected slaves or bonded
labourers are landless sharecroppers or peasants in Sindh.43 Forced labour is commonly practiced
in Sindh mainly in agriculture sector, which is called the contemporary or modern form of slavery
by the United Nations44.
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In the absence of formal contract between landlords and peasants (because of no rule of law), and
also because of illiteracy among peasants, the landlords have been controlling peasants’ lives.
When conditions and sufferings of peasants’ go beyond the limits and no other positive option is
found, then peasants individually with or without families escape the landlord’s area and reach to
safer places, i.e. relatives, courts and NGOs office. Those who run without families they approach
courts to rescue their family members. There are found little references if the peasants have ever
approached police for the help or rescuing their remaining family members; it is because the
police has been considered a part of the structure violence being perpetuated in the area for
centuries.
The data gathered by the Institute for Social Justice (ISJ) Pakistan45 reveals that in three years from
2013 to 2015, 1667 peasants were released and escaped from the landlords’ captivity who were
enslaved for nonpayment of debt, which in reality is considered a false as well as an illegal claim
by the landlords. Restricting ones’ mobility because of debt is considered debt bondage and illegal
under the Bonded Labour System Abolition Act 199246. The ISJ Pakistan data shows that only in
2013 maximum (76 percent) number of peasants were released, but in 2014 and 2015, the number
of released peasants has declined considerably to 16 percent and 8 percent respectively. This
situation is alarming and worrisome, which requires urgent attention and measures to look into the
matter.
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) in its annual report State of Human Rights in 2014
has provided a table that contains the number of bonded labourers released in 2014 from Sindh.
The Table shows that 3972 bonded labourers were released in 2014 but in the descriptive text it
mentions only 185 people released. It also does not mention the sources of data given in the
Table.47
The ISJ’s data reveals that in 2015, in Sindh, 132 peasants were released from the captivity of
landlords; of these, 51 were children, 53 women and 28 men. In 2014, 275 peasants were released
from agriculture which includes 69 men, 91 women and 115 children. There were reported no
causes of decline in the release of peasants from agriculture but it has been supposed that this may
be because peasants did not found good fate of those who already ran from the captivity of the
landlord, and no relief and help provided to them mainly by the government and NGOs. It has also
been viewed that landlords have stopped providing advance money to peasants.
On 11th September 2015, on the directives of the Sindh High Court, Daulatpur police in
Benazirabad had conducted raid and released 33 peasants. Ramdan Dal- a peasant- had filed
petition in the Court for the recovery of his family members from the illegal captivity of the
landlord. The police brought the family before the court, where they were set free. Two released
peasant women informed that they had been working at the land of the landlord but did not receive
any single penny to survive; neither had they received any medical care in sickness. . The landlord
confirmed that some months ago he had bought the peasant family on 250,000 rupees from the
former landlord. The landlord alleged peasants for fabricating a fake story to fool the authorities.48
In the case it is not known under what law the application of illegal confinement was filed.

45

The Institute for Social Justice (ISJ) Pakistan, 2016, Press release: In Pakistan, sharp decrease in bonded
labourers’ release in 2014 and 2015, at http://www.isj.org.pk/press-release-in-pakistan-sharp-decrease-inbonded-labourers-release-in-2014-and-2015/
46
Section 4 (2) of the BLSAA 1992
47
Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, 2015, State of Human Rights in 2014, at
http://www.scribd.com/doc/291027079/HRCP-Annual-Report-2014-English-pdf#scribd
48
The News International, 2015, 33 peasants recovered from custody of landlord, at
http://www.thenews.com.pk/print/62217-33-peasants-recovered-from-custody-of-landlord
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After few days of the release of peasant Ramdan Dal’s family, on 13 th September, on the orders of
the District and Sessions Judge (DSJ) Mirpurkhas, the Jhudo police had recovered 21 peasant
family members from the farm of a landlord. The application was filed by Channesar Bheel a
relative of the peasant family. On the next day of the raid, the police produced the peasant family
in the court where they were set free. The family members reported to the court that they were not
allowed to go of the premises of the farm and held in captivity for many months.49
In the same month, on the orders of the DSJ Badin and the DSJ Mirpurkhas, the police had
conducted two raids on two different agriculture farms in two different districts. In Badin, Kewal
Kolhi had filed application to recover his family members from the captivity of the landlord. The
police had recovered 31 bonded peasants that included 12 children and 13 women. In Mirpurkhas,
Sono Kolhi had filed the application against the landlord for keeping his family in an illegal
confinement near Dajero Mori.50 In both cases, it could not be ascertained if the landlords were
also arrested and brought to justice, as usual the police would have negotiated and got bribe from
them and let them go without justice.
On 29th October, on the application of Maghan Bheel, the DSJ had ordered the police to release 32
family members and relatives of Maghan Bheel from the captivity of the agriculture farm owner in
Mirpurkhas. Maghan Bheel complained that he and his family and relatives were illegally kept into
bondage and were forced to work for a long time. The police had recovered peasants and on the
next day had to produce before the court.51
In 2015, the media again highlighted the sad story of Muno Bheel. Since 1998, Muno Bheel has
been knocking the doors of state institutions for getting his nine family members released from the
captivity of an influential landlord Abdur Rehman Mari in Sanghar district. In 18 years he did not
have seen his children.. In 2006, the Supreme Court had ordered the police for the recovery of his
family members. In 1998 Muno’s family members were abducted by the landlord and his
accomplices from an agriculture farm in Jhudo Taluka in Mirpurkhas. The Jhudo police avoided
registering a kidnapping case but after interventions from HRCP the case was registered. In the
court of the District and Sessions Judge Mirpurkhas, the police produced the challan of accused
Abdul Rehman Mari, Chaudhry Bashir, Hashim, Natho and others. For the recovery of his family
members, Muno observed token hunger strike for 1,287 days. The DSJ dismissed the abduction
case on the grounds that applicant Muno did not appear in the case, and also released the accused.
On the other hand, Muno did not receive any summon from the court on the matter. In 2010,
PILER had challenged the District and Sessions Judge’s judgment in the Sindh High Court but by
the end of 2015, the case remained pending. Muno fears that his four family members are killed by
the landlord52.

Representation of Peasants in Assemblies
From 2008 to 2013 in Sindh Assembly
The Provincial Assembly of Sindh had uploaded names of 39 Member Provincial Assembly from
2008 to 2013 who had declared their profession as landlord, however, it did not mention the total
lands they were owning. Majority of them belonged to Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentarians
(PPPP).

49

Dawn, 2015, 21 bonded victims free, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1206957
Dawn, 2015, 41 bonded haris liberated, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1207408
51
Dawn, 2015, Bonded families recovered, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1216240
52
Abbas Kassar, 2015, Muno Bheel dears his kidnappes family killed, at
http://www.thesindhtimes.com/sindh/mano-bheel-fears-his-kidnapped-family-killed/
50
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During 2008 to 2013, there were also some female MPAs who belonged to landlord and feudal
families but their professions were not mentioned on the PA’s website; such as Marvi Rashdi
(from Pagara family, one of the most influential landlords in Sindh), Ms Saira Shahliani (daughter
of a big landlord in Jocobabad), Dr Sajeela Leghari (from landlord family in Dadu, her cousin
Imran Zafar Leghari has declared himself landlord), Rai Naz Ali Bozdar (belong to landlord
family in Ghotki) and Ayesha Khoso (from landlord family in Jacobabad).
During 2008-2013 there were also some male MPAs who owned many thousands of acres of land
but their professions as landlord were not shown in their profiles such as Sardar Mir Ghulam Abid
Khan Sundrani from Kashmor, Muhammad Ali Malkani, Arif Mustafa Jatoi (son of one of the
most influential landlords in Pakistan, Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi), Aziz Ahmed Jatoi, Muhammad
Bachal Shah and Bashir Ahmed Khan Leghari (from Badin).

Landlords in Sindh Assembly from 2013 to 2018
On PAS’s website, 42 MPAs’ professions were mentioned as landlords and of 9 MPAs’ as
agriculturalists. These agriculturists are basically landlords but have given themselves a
postmodern title. In reality, there are more landlord MPAs than the number given in official list on
the website because they showed their different professions, but in reality they are either landlords,
wives of landlords, sons of landlords or daughters of landlord. In total, HWA has identified 69
MPAs as landlords, which constitute 42 percent of the total MPAs in the PAS. Of the total
landlords identified, 57 (84 percent) belonged to PPPP, 4 with PML (N), 7 with PML (F) and 1
with NPP (see Table 4 for more details).
Table 4: Landlords in Sindh Assembly from 2013 to 2018
S. No Name
District
1
Abdul Rauf Khoso
Kashmore
2
Abdul Sattar Rajper
Nusheroferoz
3
Ahmed Ali Khan Pitafi*
Ghotki
4
Aijaz Ali Shah Sheerazi*
Thatta
5
Ali Mardan Shah
Umerkot
6
Ali Nawaz Khan Mehar
Ghotki
7
Ali Nawaz Shah*
Mirpurkhas
8
Allah Bux Talpur
Badin
9
Amir Haider Shah Sheerazi*
Thatta
10
Arbab Ghulam Rahim
Tharpakar
11
Awais Qadir Shah
Sukkur
12
Larkana
Aziz Ahmed Jatoi
13
Bashir Ahamed Halepoto
Badin
14
Dost Muhammad Rahimoon*
Tharpakar
15
Dr.Bahadur Khan Dahri
Shaheed Benazirabad
16
Dr.Muhammad Rafique*
Khairpur
17
Dr.Sikandar Ali Shoro
Jamshoro
18
Faqir Dad Khoso
Jamshoro
19
Faraz Dero*
Sanghar
20
Faseeh Ahmed Shah*
Shaheed Benazirabad
21
Fayaz Ali Butt*
Dadu
22
Ghulam Abid Khan*
Kashmore
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Party
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PML(N)
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PML(N)
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PML(F)
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
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23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

Ghulam Qadir Chandio
Ghulam Rasool Khan Jatoi
Haji Khuda Bux Rajar
Hasnain Ali Mirza
Ikramullah Khan Dharejo
Imdad Ali Pitafi
Imtiaz Ahmed Shaikh
Jam Madad Ali Khan
Jamil Zaman
Khursheed Ahmed Junejo
Makhdoom Rafik Zaman
Manzoor Hussain Wassan
Mehtab Hussain Dahar
Mir Haji Muhammad Hayat Khan Talpur
Mir Hazar Khan Bijarani
Mir Nadir Ali Khan Magsi
Muhammad Ali Khan Bhutto
Muhammad Ali Malkani
Muhammad Bux Khan Mahar
Muhammad Muqeem Khan Khoso
Muhammad Nawaz Chandio
Muhammad Rashid Shah
Muhammad Sajid Jokhio
Muhammad Shaharyar Khan Mahar
Mumtaz Hussain Khan
Murad Ali Shah
Nasir Hussain Shah*
Nawab Ghaibi Sardar Khan Chandio
Nawab Muhammad Taimur Talpur
Noor Ahmed Bhurgri
Pir Syed Fazal Ali Shah Jeelani
Qaim Ali Shah
Rehana Leghari
Rukhsana Shah
Saeed Khan Nizamani
Saira Shahliani
Sajeela Leghari
Saleem Raza Jalbani
Sardar Ali Shah
Shah Hussain Shah Sheerazi
Shahid Abdul Salam Thahim
Siraj Khan Durani
Sohrab Khan Sarki
Suhail Anwar Khan Siyal
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Shaheed Benazirabad
Nusheroferoz
Sanghar
Badin
Sukkur
Tando Mohammad Khan
Shikarpur
Sanghar
Matiari
Matiari
Khairpur
Ghotki
Mirpurkhas
Jacobabad
Kambar Shahdadkot
Larkana
Thatta
Ghotki
Jacobabad
Badin
Khairpur
Karachi
Shikarpur
Jacobabad
Nusherferoz
Sukkur
Kambar Shahdadkot
Umerkot
Mirpurkhas
Khairpur
Khairpur
Reserved seat for women
Reserved seat for women
Sanghar
Reserved seat for women
Reserved seat for women
Shaheed Benazirabad
Umerkot
Thatta
Sanghar
Shikarpur
Jacobabad
Larkana

PPPP
NPP
PML(N)
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PML(F)
PML(F)
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PML(F)
PPPP
PML(F)
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PML(F)
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PML(N)
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
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67
Nusherferoz
PPPP
Syed Serfraz Hussain Shah
68
Tando Allahyar
PPPP
Syed Zai Abbas Shah
69
Waryam Faqqeer
Sanghar
PML(F)
Source: Provincial Assembly of Sindh
* Not mentioned as landlords, otherwise they are landlords.
 These MPAs declared their professions as agriculturalists, otherwise they are landlord.

Landlords from Sindh in National Assembly (session 2013 to 2018)
There are indentified 36 Members of National Assembly (MNAs) from Sindh as big landlords in
National Assembly (NA). Of these, 3 female MNAs from PPPP belong to landlord families;
including Azra Fazal Pechuho, Dr Fehmida Mirza and Ms Shazia Mari. Table 5 describes it party
wise; one landlord MNA belonged to National Peoples Party, one to Pakistan Muslim League (N),
four to Pakistan Muslim League (F) and 30 to PPPP. These 36 MNAs constitute 60 percent of the
total 60 general seats (excluding 14 reserved seats) of Sindh in NA.
One can imagine the representation of peasants in NA of Pakistan. Interestingly, PPPP’s out of 34
MNAs on general seats, 30 (88 percent) are landlords. PPPP is major party in the NA that
represents Sindh, but vast majority of it belonged to landlord class. PPPP’S MPA Khairunnissan
Mughal accepted that the control of Sindh’s rural areas is in landlords’ hands, and they have turned
schools in their autaqs (guest houses). She claimed that she had visited villages in remote areas of
her district Mirpurkhas and found that the schools were guest houses. 53
One of the senior members of the PPPP had also alleged that PPPP, which dominates politics in
rural areas of Sindh, is hijacked by landlords in the name of Pirs, Shah, Sardars, Nawabs, Khans
and Mirs.54 Ironically all districts in Sindh are politically and administratively distributed among
landlord MPAs and MNAs. In each district and region, main postings in police, revenue and
judiciary are done on the suggestions of privileged landlord and under the table corruption remains
centre of these dealings. The disobedient officers are immediately transferred. The landlord mafia
mainly in long governing party (PPPP) and also in the province has left little space for land
reforms.55
Table 5: List of landlords from Sindh in National Assembly of Pakistan (Session 2013-2018)
Name
Party
District
Syed Khursheed Ahmed Shah
PPPP
Sukkur
1
Ali Gohar Khan Mahar
PPPP
Ghotki
2
Sardar Ali Muhammad Khan Mahar
PPPP
Ghotki
3
Mr.
Aftab
Shahban
Mirani
PPPP
Shikar Pur
4
Ghous Bux Khan Mahar
PML(F)
Shikar Pur
5
Nazir Ahmed Bughio
PPPP
Larkana
6
Mir Aamir Ali Khan Magsi
PPPP
Kambar Shahdadkot
7
Faryal Talpur
PPPP
Kambar Shahdadkot
8
Aijaz Hussain Jakhrani
PPPP
Jacobabad
9
PPPP
Jacobabad
10 Mir Shabbir Ali Bijarani
53

Tehmina Qireshi, 2015, To help 7.2 million out of school kids rising above politics is the key, at
http://www.thenews.com.pk/print/70107-to-help-7.2-million-out-of-school-kids-in-sindh-rising-abovepolitics-is-the-key
54
Online Indus News, 2015, PPP is no more common mans party: Pir Mazhar, at
http://www.onlineindus.com/ppp-is-no-more-common-mans-party-pir-mazhar/
55
Zeenat Hisam, 2015, Tenants in Sindh, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1162190/tenants-in-sindh
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11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

Ehsan ur Rehman Mazari
Rais Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi
Asghar Ali Shah
Dr. Azra Fazal Pechuho*
Syed Ghulam Mustafa Shah
Nawab Ali Wassan
Pir Sadaruddin Shah
Syed Kazim Ali Shah*
Makhdoom Saeed-uz-Zaman
Syed Amir Ali Shah Jamote
Syed Naveed Qamar Shah
Abdul Sattar Bachani
Sardar Kamal Khan Chang
Dr. Fehmida Mirza*
Pir Shafqat Hussain Shah Jilani
Mir Munawar Ali Talpur
Nawab Muhammad Yousif Talpur
Mr. Faqir Sher Muhammad Bilaiani
Pir Noor Muhammad Shah Jeelani
Malik Asad Sikandar
Rafique Ahmed Jamali
Imran Zafar Laghari
Pir Bux Junejo
Ms Shazia Marri
Roshan Din Junejo

PPPP
NPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PML(F)
PML(F)
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PPPP
PML (F)
PPPP
PPPP

Kashmore
Naushero Feroze
Naushero Feroze
Nawabshah/S.B.A
Nawabshah/S.B.A
Khairpur
Khairpur
Khairpur
Matiari
Hyderabad
Tando Muhammad Khan
Hyderabad
Badin
Badin
Mirpurkhas
Mirpurkhas
Umerkot
Tharparkar-I
Tharparkar-II
Jamshoro
Dadu
Dadu
Sanghar
Sanghar
Sanghar

36

Syed Ayaz Ali Shah Sheerazi

PML(N)

Thatta

* Belong to landlord’s family
 Small landlord

Politics of subjugating peasants
The peasants in Sindh live in villages characterized with poor infrastructure, mud and straw made
abodes, muddy roads, contaminated water supply, heaps of garbage, big sewerage pools in and
around villages and extremely poor quality of health and educational facilities. The feudal and
tribal lords resisted rebuilding of planned villages on higher places with proper drainage system; it
is because they feared that with rebuilt villages their control over people, vote bank and debts will
go away from them.56

56

Faiza Ilyas, 2015, Landlords oppose village uplift to perpetuate feudal-tribal system: study, at
http://www.dawn.com/news/1172680
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Sindh’s urban areas are
captured and terrorized by
urban political groups and
mafias and rural areas are
victims of highly feudal and
tribal
characteristic.
Unfortunately, in agriculture,
three-fourths of households in
rural Sindh are peasants of big
landlords as sharecroppers. In
upper parts of Sindh such as
Shikarpur district, 84 percent
families are tenants. The
inequality of landownership is
so wide that thousands of acres
of lands are owned only by a
handful of families each
whereas thousands of small
peasant families possess less
than five acres of land each. In
rural
areas,
76
percent
households were without lands
to cultivate and these worked as
tenants on land for big
landlords. The land is owned by
a few extended families and the
average farm size these families
owned was between 3,000 and
10,000 acres.57
In Pakistan, in 1972 Zulfiqar
Alis Bhutto the then Prime
Minister of Pakistan had introduced land reforms. In this regard, the NA had passed the Land
Reforms Act 1977, which worked well in Punjab and other provinces but it did not bring positive
results in Sindh. In General Zia-ul-Haq’s regime, the Federal Shariat Court was called to declare
the Land Reforms Act un-Islamic but it did not. However, in 1980s, the Federal Shariat Court’s
judgment was appealed in the Shariat Appellate Bench of the Supreme Court which declared that
the land reforms were un-Islamic.58 59 The Shariat appellate bench’s judgment against land
reforms and to declare it un-Islamic did cost a heavy price for Pakistan’s development.60

Peasants in Local Government Law
In light of Article 32 of the Constitution of Pakistan, peasants have right of representation in local
government structure and system, but in Sindh, in 2015’s local government elections, the situation
was controlled by landlords, and peasants were provided extremely little representation , if there
was any, it was tokenistic and party based.
57

Faiza Ilyas, 2015, Landlords oppose village uplift to perpetuate feudal-tribal system: study, at
http://www.dawn.com/news/1172680
58
Shahid Saeed Khan, 2010, Land Reforms- History, legal challenges and how Shariat Courts abolished
them, at https://secularpakistan.wordpress.com/2010/09/23/land-reforms-history-legal-challenges-and-howshariat-courts-abolished-them/
59
Saher Baloch, 2013, Feudal lords are blocking land reforms, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1054603
60
Rehman, I. A., 2015, Land Reform or bust, at http://www.dawn.com/news/1168916
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Under section 3 of the Sindh Local Government Act, 2013, peasant is defined as a “person who
owns not more than sixteen acres of agricultural land and engages himself personally in cultivation
of the land”. Out of nine members of the Union Committee, one member will be peasant or
worker. It is positive sign that in the law either labourer or peasant will be part of the Union
Committee, however, these should be two separate seats, one for worker/labourer and one for
peasants (with own or without own land). A peasant with his/her own agriculture land and tenant
at landlord are different from a worker working in industrial settings or in any other informal
sector, for instance, rikshaw drivers, bus conductors, kochwan61. Since these are from two different
areas, therefore, they should be given independent and separate representation in local government
system.
In 2015 local government elections peasants had tough time to contest against feudal elites and
bureaucracy in eight districts of Sindh because landlords had captured and controlled local
government elections.62 Without the financial and political support, many of the genuine peasants
ran their campaigns but their defeat was imminent since they were contesting elections against
fake peasants sponsored by upper class political and landlord elites with total support from the
government. The troika of landlords, bureaucrats and politicians had left little to get their right of
representation in local government system.

Views of a peasant leader about LG election
Noonari hails from village 21 Dadh, Union Council (UC) Majeed Kerio Taluka Sakrand, District
SBA. In 2015, Muhammad Zaman Noonari had contested local government (LG) elections at UC
level; then he contested election for District Council. Noonari is himself peasant, and for the last
25 years, he has been cultivating 10 acres of the land, of which, two acres belonged to him, and 8
acres to the landlord. He did not belong to any political party but he aimed to help peasants
through political struggle. He faced a number of problems and issues while contesting the election.
According to Noonari, people from backward rural areas face many issues, majority of them are
peasants and workers. Their problems are not solved because no one represents them in
assemblies, and going to provincial assembly is impossible for peasant and working class, but
there is some possibility to reach the local union councils and also district councils but that is also
full of risks to life, property and relatives. Peasants’ issues could be solved at district level within
the district council if there is genuine representation for them.
Noonari discussed a long list of issues that were affecting peasants’ life and livelihoods, which
include:
1. Peasants are not paid appropriate wages; even landlords do not like to sit with them to
finalize or settle the financial matters
2. Peasants especially peasant women’s dignity was not safe
3. Peasants were not involved in the process of decision making related to land utilization,
and decisions that are made for peasants rights but in practice these benefit the landlord
4. Peasants voted for landlords to get them elected as MNAs and MPAs, but in return the
landlords never represent peasants in assemblies, and peasants’ issues remain the same
5. Peasants are not registered with any institution, if landlord does anything wrong with them
the peasants cannot take legal action against the landlords, therefore, peasants should be
registered under KHASRA form

61

Those who ride the horse cart
Shahab Usto, 2015, LG poll lessons, at
http://epaper.dawn.com/DetailImage.php?StoryImage=13_11_2015_009_002
62
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6. Peasants are disorganized and scattered and they know very little or nothing of the benefits
of organizing themselves
7. Landlords have powers to evict peasants whenever they like to do so.
There were many issues Noonari faced while contesting the LG election, which were:







Landlords developed a lot of pressure to withdraw from LG election. They also threatened
and lodged false FIRs with police, as well as offered economic incentives;
There was no accurate and appropriate information about the electoral process; the
government also did not provide relevant information ;
For mobilizing peasants, organizations / institutions did not support;
Peasant voters were harassed and threatened
Election staff was not fair; they were engaged to support the powerful
They did not follow the elections’ code of conduct

Noonari’s recommendations related to LG system:





There should be special/reserved peasant seats from union council to district level in the
local body elections
There should be a law to ensure that only peasants have the chance to be selected on
peasant seat
There should be a Peasants’ insurance programme
Free and quality education for peasants’ children
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Section 4
ACCESS TO RIGHT TO WATER AND OTHER RESOURCES

In Sindh, the wheat crop is cultivated in the command area of all three barrages (i.e. Guddu
Barrage, Kotri Barrage and Sukkur Barrage) on Indus River. The Indus River System Authority
shared the plan of water utilization that shows that these barrages will have a shortfall of over 13
million acre feet in water flow, which was likely to affect the crops (mainly grain) in kharif
season.1
In September 2015, peasants living and cultivating land at the tail-end of canals suffered from an
acute shortage of water, and their paddy crops on thousands of acres also suffered heavy blow. In
the absence of irrigation water and low rainfall, underground water in thousands of villages has
turned brackish or water table has gone lower in many villages, thus many peasant families use
contaminated brackish water. There were reported protests against shortage of irrigation water
from across Sindh including Qambar Shahdadkot, Larkana, Dadu, Tharparkar, Tando Allahayar,
Badin and Sanghar. These peasants lamented over pathetic and corrupt behavior of revenue and
irrigation departments and complained that powerful landlords were taking away their water share
by force and power, and the state authorities, such as police, also supported them.2 These peasants
are the residents of those districts which have highest level of poverty.3

1

Mohammad Hussain Khan, 2015, Delay in DAP subsidy to hurt wheat growers in Sindh, at
http://www.dawn.com/news/1212416
2
Nazir H. Siyal, 2015, Tail end growers continue to face severe water shortage, at
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/sindh/15-Sep-2015/tail-end-growers-continue-to-face-severe-water-shortage
3
Arif Naveed and Nazim Ali, 2012, Cluster Deprivation: District Profile of Poverty in Pakistan. Islamabad:
SDPI.
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In May, a large number of peasants
were protesting against shortage of
water at the tail-end of Sukkur and
Kotri barrages, given the fact that both
barrages were flowing normal, which
showed something wrong on part of
the irrigation authorities responsible
for water distribution. Irrigation water
needs of peasants at tail end during
kharif season were not fulfilled mostly
because of irrigation department’s
failure to distribute water effectively.4
It has been observed that in Sindh,
peasants’ (at tail end) needs were not
met in the beginning of kharif sowing
period.
In reality, there was reasonable water available in the Indus, in the barrages and also in canals but
the water did not reach the tail-end lands only because of the broken and old irrigation
infrastructure, corruption within and in the associated departments, appointment of concerned staff
on political basis and intentional misconduct in water distribution. The peasants at very tail-end in
the command areas of Nara canal system receive water only some times. They use tube wells or
look into sky for the timely rain during the kharif season, but majority of peasants cannot afford
tube-wells, therefore they rely on the rain mostly.5
Peasants do not trust officials in revenue and irrigation department because officials are not
credible and they work only for landlords who offer them money to turn the flow of peasants’
water to their lands. 6

Encroachment on banks of canals
In Meharr (one of the densely populated towns in Sindh), there has been observed a unique and
continuous protest of peasants (including small scale landlords but majority belongs to peasants)
against irrigation authorities over irregularities and encroachments on both sides of Kakol canal’s
banks flowing through the town. These peasants cultivate lands at the tail end of the canal hailing
from about 90 villages.7
In April 2015, peasants, with the help of
lawyers and civil society organizations,
started a protest and it continued till the
end of the year. They had set up a camp on
the bank of the canal. They mobilized
concerned villagers for their rights. These
peasants and civil society representatives
claimed that construction (hundreds of
houses, shopping plazas and small
factories) on the both sides of the canal
was the result of irregularities by the
4

Mohammad Hussain Khan, 2015, Water shortage at canal tail-ends at http://www.dawn.com/news/1182541
Mohammad Hussain Khan, 2015, Water shortage at canal tail-ends at http://www.dawn.com/news/1182541
6
Mohammad Hussain Khan, 2015, Water shortage at canal tail-ends at http://www.dawn.com/news/1182541
7
Abid Ali Solangi, 2015, Growers protest against illegal constructions on banks canal, at
http://thepioneer.com.pk/growers-protest-against-illegal-constructions-on-banks-canal/
5
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revenue department. In result of construction on both sides of the canal, covering many kilo meters
of the area, the revenue department was not able to clean the heap of garbage thrown by citizens of
the town which has gathered in the bed of the canal, thus extremely little water reaches the tail end.
The peasants demanded cleaning of the canal in this part of the town so that ample water passes
through it and reach the tail end. The acute shortage of water at the tail end has affected 90 villages
and 40000 acres of agriculture land8. It implies that more than 90 percent of peasant families in
these villages’ were facing livelihood problems who entirely depended on agriculture.
The situation with Kakol canal was complex and worrisome, but the peasants could have focused
on different alternatives because the houses and shops, constructed on both sides of the canal could
not be removed immediately, rather, the revenue department must take extra measures to clean the
canal by using improved technology and machinery. They should also provide alternative
spaces/plots or compensation money to people who have spent millions of rupees in buying plots
on the banks of canal and then constructed buildings on these. The department should also go to
the National Accountability Bureau and file reference against those who sold out revenue land to
people. The bad luck was that, neither a single Member of National Assembly nor any Member of
Provincial Assembly of Sindh ever visited the protesting peasants in Mehar to listen their
concerns.9
It is not only the case with peasants in Meharr tehsil but, it is claimed that, across Sindh, due to
corruption and incompetence, the revenue department officials sell out lands to people and on the
other hand due to poor management of the municipal and revenue department, there are heaps of
garbage and pollution.10 This unchecked and scrupulous system with the revenue department has
brought miseries for peasant families whose bread and butter comes merely from agricultural
activities.

8

Nazir Hussein Siyal, 2015, Irregularities, encroachments on canals’ banks: Wheat, rice growers protest
against Irrigation Dept, at
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/sindh/04-Oct-2015/irregularities-encroachments-on-canals-banks-wheat-ricegrowers-protest-against-irrigation
9
Aamir Ali Attar, 2015, Occupied banks of Kakol Canal and prolonged protest of peasants, at
http://www.thesindhtimes.com/letters/occupied-banks-of-kakol-canal-and-prolonged-protest-of-peasants/
10
Mumtaz Ahmad Sohag and Muhammad Ali Syed, Pollution and Encroachment of Phuleli Canal along the
Periphery of Hyderabad City of Pakistan, American Journal of Biomedical Sciences 6 (2), 72-81.
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Reported peasants protests
Table: Reported peasants protests and activities in favor of peasants in 2015
District
Date
Reasons of protest

Sanghar

19th Feb

Shikarpur

10th
April

Number
of Report
by Nature of activity
people in the newspaper,
protest
which
Illegal displacement of peasants from their villages and alleged 500
Dawn
Rally and hunger
nexus between the Sinjhoro police and a local feudal lord in
strike in front of
‘unleashing excesses on peasants’.
press club Sanghar
Fair prices of wheat and other crop productions
150
Online
Indus Rally at press club
News
Shikar pur

Karachi

29th June

Protest against Sindh land allotment to army

300

Protest to increase rate of sugarcane

250

Nawabshah 8th May
Larkana

25th May

Karachi

7th June

Karachi

15th
Decembe
r
6th Jan

Khairpur
Sanghar
Hyderabad
Tando Jam

Karachi

Protest for fair prices of wheat and purchasing of wheat by 200
government
Protest to stop bonded labor and implement Bonded Labour 250
Abolition Act 1992
Rally to End Cruelty against Peasants
500

Kidnapping of peasant and his child girls

Express Tribune

In front of Karachi
press club
Pakistan Today In front of Press
news
Club Nawabshah
Pakistan Times
In front of Press
Club Larkana
The News
In front of Karachi
Press Club
Pakistan Press Rally in front of
Foundation
Karachi press Club
Website
Daily Kawish
Khairpur

26th
January
7th Feb

Protest against forced displacement of peasant family in Sanghar 150
Sinjhoro
Sindh Govt urged to Grant Land to Peasants
200

Daily Kawish

9th
Septembe
r
17th
March

In a seminar, the participants warned food crises and climate
change, and worsening conditions for peasants

Daily
Messanger

Organizations representing peasants strongly opposed the 100
amendment in the Pakistan Seed Act. They said through
amendments government is violating the fundamental rights of

Dawn

50

Dawn

Rally at SinjhoroSanghar Road
Rally at Hyderabad
Press Club
Jando Jam

Karachi Press Club
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Karachi

Karachi
Khair Pur

11
Decembe
r
8th Feb
16th
March

peasants. The amendments had been passed by the National
Assembly at the behest of multinational seed manufacturing
companies.
Against inability of Sindh government to bring the per maund 1500
cost of sugarcane to Rs.180, that is, at par with other provinces in
the country.
Peasants and activists urged the government to allot lands to
landless peasants
Demanded a special package for peasants of Sindh and said that 100
it is time to launch a struggle against injustices committed
against the peasants of the province.
Peasants protest for fair prices of sugarcane
100

Mirpurkhas 13th
October
Dadu,
13th
Protest for fair prices of Rice
Moro,
October
Jacobabad,
Kandiaro
Source: HWA gathered data through the media

1000
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Samaa TV

Rally in front of
Sindh
Assembly
building Karachi

Zameen.com
Dawn

Khairpur Press Club

Sindh Express

Khairpur Press Club

Sindh Express

Press clubs
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Section 5
REPRESENTATION OF PEASANTS AT INTERNATIONAL FORUMS
Structural violence creates and perpetuates slavery
In June 2015, in the Human Rights Council’s side event ‘Caste and Gender-Based Forced and Bonded
Labour’, Pakistan Dalit Solidarity Network’s (PDSN) statement was read out because the
representative of PDSN was unable to attend the event. In the statement, it was indicated that there is
direct link between bondage (slavery) and caste system in Pakistan mainly in Sindh. A vast majority
of bonded peasants or labourers were reported to be in agriculture sector mainly in rural areas of
Sindh. It also revealed that more than 90 percent of bonded labourers released in agriculture were
through court orders in Sindh, and they belonged to scheduled castes.1
The statement was unable to link the continuous perpetuation of bonded labour (a form of modern
slavery) with the structural violence which is a serious criminal violence, thus required to be brought
to justice. The perpetrator of this structural criminal violence against scheduled castes is the state and
its apparatuses, and nexus between feudal lords and bureaucracy in Sindh. The scheduled caste people
are socially, economically and politically weak because of the structure, and their weak status remains
unprotected by the state. In the first place, state deprives them from their fundamental rights to
education, health, livelihoods, security, safety, dignity and respect, but when they are exploited
physically, economically and sexually by the cruel landlords, the state (in the form of bureaucracy and
judiciary) remains silent and does not punish the criminals (landlords). Therefore, in the first place,
the state (province and its relevant institutions) has to provide all basic services to people in
agriculture sector, so that they should not be called scheduled caste. The scheduled caste is also itself
structured phenomena to subjugate and exploit the already exploited masses.

Peasants in Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
HWA is extremely disappointed with no
representation of peasants’ rights in the first (in
2008) and in the second (in 2012) UPR of
Pakistan held in accordance with the Human
Rights Council resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007.
If there was any mention or representation of
peasants in 2012 that was only with reference to
bonded labour, however, bonded labour was
referred by only two countries. In the first place,
Ireland showed concerns at reports of the
country-wide prevalence of bonded labour
(paragraph 84). Ireland recommended that
Pakistan
should
“Develop
a
clear
implementation and monitoring plan for the
Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1992, the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Rules, 1995
and the National Policy and Plan of Action for the Abolition of Bonded Labour, 2001
(Recommendations 22.60). Belarus also regretted over persistent practice of bounded labour in the
country (paragraph 52)2 but it did not recommended Pakistan on bonded labour issue.

1

Report: Caste and Gender-Based Forced and Bonded Labour. UN HRC29 SIDE-EVENT 18thJune 2015,
17.00-18.30, at http://idsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Report-HRC29-side-event-caste-forced-bondedlabour-June-20151.pdf
2
OHCHR, Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review: Pakistan, at https://daccessods.un.org/TMP/1753417.7005291.html
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In the country report, submitted with the OHCHR for Pakistan’s UPR in 2012, it was claimed that
more than 56,000 acres of government land had to be distributed among landless peasants and of it 70
percent had been reserved for women.3 This was the only sentence in the country report. There was no
representation of peasants in the summary report prepared by OHCHR for Pakistan’s UPR except the
reference of bonded labour. This reference was taken from a joint submission by Justitia et Pax and 10
Pakistani CSOs.4 Similarly there was no direct reference of peasants in the report compiled by the
OHCHR but it did mention the plight of bonded labourers and non implementation of the BLSAA and
no respect of international treaties.5 This is unfortunate that a large number of peasants are not
represented in the Human Rights Council’s (HRC) activities related to Pakistan. It is expected that in
the third cycle, promotion and protection of peasants’ rights will be given special space in the
individual and joint reports by NGOs and country report.

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Agriculture and food security
On 25th September 2015, 193 member states at the UNs Sustainable Development Summit adopted
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that includes a set of 17 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) to end injustice, inequality and poverty by 20306. Goal 2 of the SDGs is directly related
to agriculture: “End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture”,7 which has five big targets; also Goal 1 is slightly linked with agriculture. In 2016, the
SDGs will succeed the Millennium Development Goals, which will help the states to formulate
national developmental plans and policies for the next 15 years. It is claimed that food and agriculture
is at the heart of the new SDGs,8 however, HWA found that under this goal, peasants and landless
peasants are not mentioned directly , therefore, lacking direct support for peasants and landless
peasant communities across the world.

Goal 2 Targets
2.1: By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people in
vulnerable situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round
2.2: By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the internationally agreed
targets on stunting and wasting in children under 5 years of age, and address the nutritional needs of
adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women and older persons
2.3: By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers, in
particular women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers, including through
secure and equal access to land, other productive resources and inputs, knowledge, financial services,
markets and opportunities for value addition and non-farm employment
that increase productivity and production, that help maintain ecosystems, that strengthen capacity for
adaptation to climate change, extreme weather, drought, flooding and other disasters and that
progressively improve land and soil quality
2.5: By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated
animals and their related wild species, including through soundly managed and diversified seed and
3

OHCHR, National Report, at https://daccess-ods.un.org/TMP/6327510.47611237.html
OHCHR, Summary of the Stakeholders’ Information, at https://daccessods.un.org/TMP/6973620.05710602.html
5
OHCHR, Compilation of UN Information, at https://daccess-ods.un.org/TMP/622486.69564724.html
6
UNDP, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), at
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sdgoverview/post-2015-development-agenda.html
7
United Nations, Sustainable Development Goals, at https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
8
FAO, Sustainable Development Goals at http://www.fao.org/post-2015-mdg/home/en/ [last accessed on 28th
April 2016].
4
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plant banks at the national, regional and international levels, and promote access to and fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and associated traditional
knowledge, as internationally agreed
2.a: Increase investment, including through enhanced international cooperation, in rural infrastructure,
agricultural research and extension services, technology development and plant and livestock gene banks
in order to enhance agricultural productive capacity in developing countries, in particular least developed
countries
2.b: Correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agricultural markets, including through
the parallel elimination of all forms of agricultural export subsidies and all export measures with
equivalent effect, in accordance with the mandate of the Doha Development Round
2.c: Adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity markets and their derivatives and
facilitate timely access to market information, including on food reserves, in order to help limit extreme
food price volatility

UNs Declaration on the Rights of Peasants
In 2013, the declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas was drafted and
had been discussed and negotiated by the United Nations Intergovernmental Open-Ended Working Group
in its meetings. This group will meet in 2016 to finalize the declaration.9 In 2014, the group had also a
meeting to discuss the draft declaration. It is likely that this declaration will be adopted by the UN General
Assembly very soon. But at the same time, the declaration has caused frustration for the US and many
European countries. The draft declaration was prepared by Bolivian diplomat Angélica Navarro, chair of
the intergovernmental working group.10
The draft was supported by developing countries but industrialized countries were against certain peasants’
rights in the draft declaration, mainly their corporations, thus they “wanted to remove some fundamental
elements from the text, such as references to land grabbing and intellectual property rights over agricultural
technologies and inputs, especially seeds”.11 The draft declaration includes some new rights such as “the
rights to land, seeds and biological diversity”12 which has caused frustration for corporate companies in
developed world.13
The declaration aims to promote and protect the rights of peasants working on the land alone or with
families, and also engaged in pastoralism, cattle rearing and handicrafts associated with agriculture. The
definition also includes a landless person in rural area involved in different activities for instance, fishing,
making crafts from agricultural stuff, or providing related services.14

9

International Peasants’ Movement, 2015, UN concludes the 2nd session for declaration on the peasants rights,
at http://viacampesina.org/en/index.php/main-issues-mainmenu-27/human-rights-mainmenu-40/peasants-rightresources/1741-un-concludes-the-2nd-session-for-declaration-on-the-rights-of-peasants-and-other-peopleworking-in-rural-areas
10
Gustavo Capdevila, 2013, U.S and EU Frustrate peasants rights declaration, at
http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/07/u-s-and-eu-frustrate-peasants-rights-declaration/
11
Gustavo Capdevila, 2013, U.S and EU Frustrate peasants rights declaration, at
http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/07/u-s-and-eu-frustrate-peasants-rights-declaration/
12
Christophe Golay, 2013, Legal reflections on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas.
Background paper prepared for the first session of the working group on the rights of peasants and other people
working in rural areas (15–19 July 2013) (2013).
13
Gustavo Capdevila, 2013, U.S and EU Frustrate peasants rights declaration, at
http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/07/u-s-and-eu-frustrate-peasants-rights-declaration/
14
Gustavo Capdevila, 2013, U.S and EU Frustrate peasants rights declaration, at
http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/07/u-s-and-eu-frustrate-peasants-rights-declaration/
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Section 6
RECOMMENDATIONS
HWA feels that the entire state structure is framed and designed in a way which merely perpetuates
dominancy of landlords, and in this structure, in which assemblies are crowded with landlords and their
relatives and bureaucracy (the state machinery) is engrossed with sons, relatives and friends of landlords,
how in this structure and to whom, the recommendations shall be put forwarded. However, there is an
only recommendation that HWA finds reasonable to give, not to the government but to the peasants and
peasants’ organizations:
They should organize and educate themselves about their rights, and plan and strategize their struggle
against the system of injustice and structural criminal violence. Once the peasants struggle gets organized,
the systems and related structures will start working in right directions, laws will be framed justly and
will be implemented fairly, and injustice will be eliminated from the society.
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United Nations

A/HRC/WG.15/1/2

s

General Assembly

Distr.: General
20 June 2013
Original: English

Human Rights Council
First session
15–19 July 2013
Open-ended intergovernmental working group on the rights of
peasants and other people working in rural areas

Declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural
areas1,2
The Human Rights Council Advisory Committee,
Affirming that peasants are equal to all other people and, in the exercise of their rights, should be free from any
form of discrimination, including discrimination based on race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property, wealth, birth or other status,
Acknowledging that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as the Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action, affirm the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of all human rights,
civil, cultural, economic, political and social,
Emphasizing that in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, States have undertaken to
take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of the right to an adequate standard of living, including adequate
food, and the fundamental right to be free from hunger, notably through the development and reform of agrarian
systems,
Emphasizing that, according to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, indigenous
peoples, including indigenous peasants, have the right to self-determination and that by virtue of that right they
freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development, having the
right to autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as well as ways and
means for financing their autonomous functions,

1

2

This draft declaration was originally published as an annex to the Final study of the Human
Rights Council Advisory Committee on the advancement of the rights of peasants and other
people working in rural areas (A/HRC/19/75, in English only).
Delayed submission. The request for translation was made on 14 June 2013.
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Recalling that many peasants all over the world have fought throughout history for the recognition of their
rights and for just and free societies,
Considering that the current development of agriculture, speculation on food products and large-scale land
acquisitions and leases in many parts of the world threaten the lives of millions of peasants,
Considering the increasing concentration of the food systems in the world in the hands of a small number of
transnational corporations,
Acknowledging that small-scale peasant agriculture, fishing and livestock-rearing can contribute to
securing sustainable food production for all,
Considering that peasants constitute a specific social group which is so vulnerable that the protection of their
rights requires special measures to make sure that States respect, protect and fulfil their human rights,
Believing that this Declaration is an essential step towards the recognition, promotion and protection
of the rights of peasants,
Recognizing and reaffirming that peasants are entitled without discrimination to all human rights recognized
in international law,
Solemnly adopts the following Declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural
areas:

Article 1
Definition of peasants
1.
A peasant is a man or woman of the land, who has a direct and special relationship with the land and nature
through the production of food or other agricultural products. Peasants work the land themselves and rely above all
on family labour and other small- scale forms of organizing labour. Peasants are traditionally embedded in their
local communities and they take care of local landscapes and of agro-ecological systems.
2.
The term peasant can apply to any person engaged in agriculture, cattle-raising, pastoralism, handicrafts
related to agriculture or a similar occupation in a rural area. This includes indigenous people working on the land.
3.
The term peasant also applies to the landless. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations definition, the following categories of people are considered to be landless and are likely to face
difficulties in ensuring their livelihood:
(a) Agricultural labour households with little or no land;
(b) Non-agricultural households in rural areas, with little or no land, whose members are engaged in various
activities such as fishing, making crafts for the local market, or providing services;
(c) Other rural households of pastoralists, nomads, peasants practising shifting cultivation, hunters and
gatherers, and people with similar livelihoods.

Article 2
Rights of peasants
1.
All peasants, women and men, have equal rights.
2.
Peasants have the right to the full enjoyment, individually and collectively, of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms as recognized in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and other international human rights instruments.
3.
Peasants are free and equal to all other peoples and have the right to be free from any kind of
discrimination in the exercise of their rights, in particular to be free from discrimination based on their economic,
social and cultural status.
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4.
Peasants have the right to participate in policy design, decision-making, implementation, and monitoring
of any project, programme or policy affecting their land and territories.
5.
Peasants have the right to food sovereignty, which comprises the right to healthy and culturally appropriate
food produced through ecologically sound and sustainable methods, and the right to define their own food and
agriculture systems.

Article 3
Right to life and to an adequate standard of living
1.
Peasants have the right to physical integrity, not to be harassed, evicted, persecuted, arbitrarily arrested,
and killed for defending their rights.
2.

Peasants have the right to live in dignity.

3.
Peasants have the right to an adequate standard of living, which includes the right to an adequate income to
fulfil their basic needs and those of their families.
4.
Peasants have the right to adequate, healthy, nutritious, and affordable food, and to maintain their
traditional food cultures.
5.
Peasants have the right to consume their own agricultural production and to use this to satisfy their
families’ basic needs, and the right to distribute their agricultural production to other people.
6.
Peasants have the right to safe drinking water, sanitation, means of transportation, electricity,
communication and leisure.
7.

Peasants have the right to adequate housing and clothing.

8.

Peasants have the right to education and training.

9.
Peasants have the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. They have the
right to have access to health services and medicine, even when they live in remote areas. They also have the right
to use and develop traditional medicine.
10.
Peasants have the right to live a healthy life, and not to be affected by the contamination of agrochemicals,
such as chemical pesticides and fertilizers.
11.
Peasant women have the right to be protected from domestic violence, physical, sexual, verbal and
psychological.
12.
Peasant women have the right to control their own bodies and to reject the use of their bodies for
commercial purposes.
13.
Peasants have the right to decide about the number of children they want to have, and about the
contraceptive methods they want to use.
14.

Peasants have the right to the full realization of their sexual and reproductive rights.

Article 4
Right to land and territory
1.

Peasants have the right to own land, individually or collectively, for their housing and farming.

2.
Peasants and their families have the right to toil on their own land, and to produce agricultural products, to
rear livestock, to hunt and gather, and to fish in their territories.
3.

Peasants have the right to toil on and own unused land on which they depend for their livelihood.

4.

Peasants have the right to manage, conserve, and benefit from forests and fishing grounds.

5.

Peasants have the right to security of tenure and not to be forcibly evicted from their lands and territories.
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No relocation should take place without free, prior and informed consent of the peasants concerned and after
agreement on just and fair compensation and, where possible, with the option of return.
6.
Peasants have the right to benefit from land reform. Latifundia must not be allowed. Land has to fulfil its
social function. Land ceilings to landownership should be introduced whenever necessary in order to ensure
equitable access to land.

Article 5
Right to seeds and traditional agricultural knowledge and practice
1.

Peasants have the right to determine the varieties of the seeds they want to plant.

2.
Peasants have the right to reject varieties of plants which they consider to be dangerous economically,
ecologically and culturally.
3.

Peasants have the right to reject the industrial model of agriculture.

4.
Peasants have the right to conserve and develop their local knowledge in agriculture, fishing and livestock
rearing.
5.

Peasants have the right to use agriculture, fishing and livestock-rearing facilities.

6.
Peasants have the right to choose their own products and varieties, and ways of farming, fishing and
livestock rearing, individually or collectively.
7.
Peasants have the right to use their own technology or the technology they choose guided by the need to
protect human health and environmental conservation.
8.
seeds.

Peasants have the right to grow and develop their own varieties and to exchange, to give or to sell their

Article 6
Right to means of agricultural production
1.

Peasants have the right to obtain credit and the materials and tools needed for their agricultural activity.

2.
Peasants have the right to obtain technical assistance, production tools and other appropriate technology
to increase their productivity, in ways that respect their social, cultural and ethical values.
3.
Peasants have the right to water for irrigation and agricultural production in sustainable production
systems controlled by local communities. They have the right to use the water resources in their land and territories.
4.
Peasants have the right to means of transportation, drying and storage facilities for selling their products
on local markets.
5.
Peasants have the right to be involved in the planning, formulation and adoption of local and national
budgets for agriculture.

Article 7
Right to information
1.
Peasants have the right to obtain adequate information related to peasants’ needs, including about
capital, markets, policies, prices and technology.
2.
Peasants have the right to obtain adequate information about goods and services, and to decide what and
how they want to produce and consume.
3.
Peasants have the right to obtain adequate information at the national and international levels on
the preservation of genetic resources.
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Article 8
Freedom to determine price and market for agricultural production
1.
Peasants have the right to prioritize their agricultural production for their families’ needs. They have the
right to store their production to ensure the satisfaction of their basic needs and those of their families.
2.

Peasants have the right to sell their products on traditional local markets.

3.

Peasants have the right to determine the price, individually or collectively.

4.

Peasants have the right to obtain a fair price for their production.

5.
Peasants have the right to obtain fair payment for their work, to fulfil their basic needs and those of
their families.
6.
Peasants have the right to a fair and impartial system of evaluation of the quality of their products,
nationally and internationally.
7.
Peasants have the right to develop community-based commercialization systems in order to guarantee
food sovereignty.

Article 9
Right to the protection of agricultural values
1.

Peasants have the right to the recognition and protection of their culture and local agricultural values.

2.

Peasants have the right to develop and preserve local knowledge in agriculture.

3.

Peasants have the right to reject interventions that can destroy local agricultural values.

4.

Peasants have the right to express their spirituality, individually and collectively.

Article 10
Right to biological diversity
1.

Peasants have the right to protect, preserve and develop biological diversity, individually and collectively.

2.
Peasants have the right to reject patents threatening biological diversity, including on plants, food and
medicine.
3.
Peasants have the right to reject intellectual property rights on goods, services, resources and
knowledge that are owned, maintained, discovered, developed or produced by local peasant communities.
4.
Peasants have the right to reject certification mechanisms established by transnational
corporations. Local guarantee schemes run by peasants’ organizations with government support should be promoted
and protected.

Article 11
Right to preserve the environment
1.

Peasants have the right to a clean and healthy environment.

2.

Peasants have the right to preserve the environment according to their knowledge.

3.

Peasants have the right to reject all forms of exploitation which cause environmental damage.

4.

Peasants have the right to sue and claim compensation for environmental damage.

5.

Peasants have the right to reparation for ecological debt and for historic and current dispossession of their
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land and territories.

Article 12
Freedom of association, opinion and expression
1.
Peasants have the right to freedom of association with others, and to express their opinion, in accordance
with traditions and culture, including through claims, petitions and mobilizations, at the local, regional, national and
international levels.
2.
Peasants have the right to form and join independent peasants’ organizations, trade unions, cooperatives,
or any other organization or association, for the protection of their interests.
3.
Peasants, individually or collectively, have the right to expression in their local customs, languages,
local culture, religions, cultural literature and local art.
4.

Peasants have the right not to be criminalized for their claims and struggles.

5.
rights.

Peasants have to right to resist oppression and to resort to peaceful direct action in order to protect their

Article 13
Right to have access to justice
1.
Peasants have the right to effective remedies in case of violations of their rights. They have the right to
a fair justice system and to have effective and non-discriminatory access to courts.
2.

Peasants have the right to legal assistance.
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